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Father  of  Martyred  President 
Buried  at  Farininf^toii, 
Illinois. 


riaiii   Shaft  of  Italian  Marble  Marks 
the  Spot. 

(Written  ByJaniesC.  Latimer.) 

In  the  old  Gordon  cemetery,  located 
southwest  of  Farmington,  a  village 
near  the  southern  boundary  line  of 
Ooies  county,  111.,  stands  a  plain  shaft 
of  Italian  marble,  about  ten  feet  high. 
It  marks  the  grave  of  Thomas  Lin- 
coln, the  father  of  the  first  martyred 
president  of  the  United  States. 

Thomas  Lincoln  died  on  the  15th 
day  of  January,  1861.  Ten  years  later 
his  son,  the  president,  visited  the 
then  unmarked  grave  and  left  orders 
for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  monu- 
ment over  the  grave.  But  the  cares 
of  office  and  the  subsequent  busy 
scenes  of  war  which  followed  the 
great  emancipator's  inauguration, 
drove  the  subject  from  the  son's  mind, 
apparently,  for  there  was  nothing 
done  until  twenty  years  later,  when 
the  patriot  and  poet,  George  B.  Balch, 
who  himself,  with  bis  kindred  of  sev- 
eral generations  and  his  neighbors,! 
the  Gordons,  Rodgers  and  Phillips: 
sleep  in  the  same  cemetery,  con- 
ceived the  idea  and  plan  of  givin;* 
benefit  entertainment  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  a  suitable  monument.  In 
the  fall  of  1879  the  entertainment  was 
given  in  Mattoon,  but  only  $o9  were 
the  net  proceeds.  Finally  Robert 
Lincoln,  a  distinguished  grandson, 
came  to  the  rescue  and  gave  an  order 
to  Thomas  Donnell,  a  local  monument 
maker,  for  the  stone  slab. 

Thomas  Lincoln,  by  reason  of  his 
environments,  was  a  mere  peasant  j 
and  led  the  life  of  a  frontiersman;  but 
by  nature  he  was  a  nobleman.  The 
source  of  his  greatness  was  his  afl'ec- 
tion.  He  loved  deeply — loved  his 
God,  his  family  and  his  neighbor  as 
himself.  Though  rough  in  exterior] 
and  uncouth  in  manner,  a  grc  at  warm 
heart  beat  in  bis  bosom.  .  j 

He  read  his  Bible  daily  and  his 
"grace"  said  at  every  meal  was  of  the 
briefest  and  simplest  sort.  It  was  al-  ! 
ways  these  words:  "Fit  and  prepare 
us  for  life's  humblest  service,  for 
Christ's  sake.  Amen." 

Both  Grandfather  and  Grandmother 
Lincoln  were  church  members.  Orig- 
inally they  were  Baptises  of  the 
"Hardshell"  faith  and  Stanley  Walker, 
a  Kentuckian  was  their  pastor.  Once 
upon  a  visit  to  Charleston,  Thomas 
Lincoln  visited  a  Campbellite  church, 
where  a  revival  was  in  progress  and 
became  imbued  with  the  spirit  and 
faith,  and  ever  afterwards  was  a 
Campellite.  Though  living  ten  miles 
from  Charleston,  he  often  walked  the; 
distance  so  as  to  attend  the  services 
which  were  held  here.  It  is  said,  lo- 
callj',  that  once  upon  a  time  a  niece  of 
Mr.  Lincoln  saw  a  lamb  frolicking 
about  a  farm  house  yard  and  yelled 
"•'Holy  Ghost,"   and   because   of  his 


religiou^scrupTee^Lincn^^warnea 

her  that  if  she  ever  aaed  each  lang- 
uage again  he  would  "tan  her  good." 

No  picture  or  photograph  was  ever 
taken  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  so  we  know  him 
only  by  memory.    In  general  appear- 
ance he  resembled  hie  illustrious  son, 
though  not  BO  tall.    He  felled  the 
frees  and  hewed  the  logs  from  which 
the  old  cabin  in  which  he  spent  the 
last  fifteen  years  of  life  was  built,  i 
The  shingles  of  the  first  roof  which  j 
covered  it  were  shaped  with  a  draw-  j 
ing  knife  in  the  hands  of  this  elurdy  i 
pioneer.   He  was  nearly  a  year  in 
[building  the  cabin.  He  kept  two  yo'^e  { 
of  oxen  with  which  he  did  all 
ing  and  plowing.     The  "loys  ft.,>m 
which  his  house  was  built  were  hapled 
from  the  white  oak  timber,  a  mile 
and  a  half  east. 

Thomas  Lincoln  never  aaed  tobacco, 
but  the  weed  was  one  of  his  sources  Oi 
revenue,  for  on  the  gate  post  near  bis 
residence  the  following  eign  waft 
hung;  "Tobacco  for  sale  or  exchrtuge. 
Ten  cents  a  pound.''  He  enjoyed 
quite  a  trade,  and  by  furrishiiag  W» 
neighbors  with  tobacco  he  got  in  re- 1 
turn  Buppliea  of  provisiona  and  the  I 
necessities  of  life. 

He  never  held  office,  but  bia  i-idvice 
waa  often  aooght  by  others  and  be 
was  frequently  called  upon  to  settle 
neighborhood  quarrela.  He  '*t.o 
type  of  the  "early  settler,"  havint 
tried  hia  fortune  in  a  dozen  difterent 
localities.  His  birtnplace  was  in  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  county  now  known  as 
Hardin,  then  Larue.  There  he  mar- 
ried ISiancy  Hanka,  in  the  year  i806. 
Two  children  were  born  to  them — 
Sarah  in  1807,  and  Abraham  in  1809. 
In  1817  be  moved  with  bia  tasiiiy  to 
Spencer  county,  Ind.  Then  bia  \  if6 
died  and  he  married  again.  H'  < 
ond  wife  waa  a  widow,  Mrs. 
Johnaton. 

About  1830  be  came  "overla 
Illinois,  all  their  bouaebold  gox 
ing  contained  in  one  wagon  dra^  •^'^ 
a  yoke  of  oxen  and  driven  by  a  i  ituro 
president  of  the  United  States,  ybile 
Thomas  walked  almost  the  entire  dia- 
tance. 

Many  intereating  atoriea  are  told 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  hia  beloved  help- 
mate, and  I  append  one  which  may 
prove  worthy  of  peruaal: 

One  summer  when  an  old-faabianed 
loom  had  been  taken  down  and  set 
aside  for  a  seaaon,  leaving  empty  the 
boles  in  the  loga  of  the  cabin  «bicb 
held  the  beama,  Grandmother  Lincoln 
placed  a  twenty-dollar  bill  in  one  of 
the  bolea  for  aafe  keeping  and  th-^n 
forgot  where  ahe  put  it.  The  little 
cabin  waa  turned  inaide  out  in  aearch 
for  tne  money,  but  tbe  precious  bill 
could  not  be  found.  Later  in  tbe  nee.- 
aon  when  Grandma  went  to  replace 
her  loom  to  put  in  warp,  ahe  saw  a 
piece  of  paper  in  one  of  tbe  boles.  It 
waa  tbe  $20  bill,  and  ita  discovery 
was  hailed  with  delight.  Tbe  lota  of 
Buch  a  sum  of  money  aa  this,  amall  as 
it  seems  to  ua,  would  have  been  aer- 
iously  felt  by  the  Lincolna. 


TJic   TlioiniiN    Lincoln  Moimiiik- 


Last  Resting  Place  of  Father 
and  Stepmother  in  Coles 
County  Neglected. 

I    'i  ^  -  X  b 

SppcinI  to  The  Chlcaaro  Dally  New*. 

ninomliiston.  III..  Jnn.  — "T  am  past 
three  score  nnd  ten.  and  Tor  llfty  years 
have  watcliei  over  the  Kravcs  of  Thoinas 
Lincoln,  tlie  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  his  wife,  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln,"  writes 
r--. .Sji.S.'l,^  p.  lljiUer,  of  Poles  cnnnty.  !n 
a  letter  to  Judge  John  H.  McCoy.  She 
nnakes  a  pathetic  appeal  for  funds  to 
protect  the  neglected  graves.  > 

"W'e  have  a  new  cliurch  here."  she 
continues,  "and  are  doing  our  best  to 
'  t;)ko  care  of  the  cemetery  where  the  Lin- 
coin  graves  are  located.  Please  ask 
any  of  your  friends  that  can  have  any 
influence  with  the  present  legislature  to 
do  as  well  as  Indiana  did  by  Lincoln's 
own  mother's  grave. 

".My  father  nwued  the  land  In  Pleasant 
Grove  township  which  was  selected  tor 
the  site  of  the  burying  ground.  The  last 
lime  Abraham  Lincoln  was  here  In  18(30, 
he  asked  my  father  to  watch  over  the 
graves.  My  father  has  gone,  but  I  arn 
still  watching  over  them.  I  can  see  the 
two  graves  plainly  from  the  windows  of 
my  liouse. 

"They  have  placed  a  memorial  window 
in  the  church  here  to  TLomas  Lincoln 
and  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln  an  .  the  picture  of 
their  cabin  is  placed  above  it.  There 
has  been  talk  of  removing  the  graves, 
but  the  authorities  have  opposed  it  and 
went  so  far  as  to  procure  a  court  in- 
junction restraining  the  proposed  ac- 
tion." 

SliriiK-  ill  ijiiliuiKt, 

The  final  resting  place  of  Nancy  Kanks 
fjliicoln,  .\braham  Lincoln's  own  motlior 
and  tlie  lirst  wife  of  Thomas  Lincoln, 
who  died  in  Indiana,  has  been  made  a 
shrine  by  that  state.  Those  of  the  fath- 
er of  Lincoln  and  Lincoln's  stepniotiier 
have    beeu  neglected. 

The  stepmother,  who  died  at  the  humt; 
of  John  J.  Hall  in  Coles  county,  was 
the  only  inotlier  he  every  really  knew; 
she  had  most  to  do  with  developing 
the  boy's  character. 

Thomas  Lincoln  died   in  and  his 

second  wife  in  1861).  Her  grave  is  un- 
marked. There  is  a  pile  of  foundation 
stones,  which  designate  the  location  cf 
the  log  cabin  built  by  Thomas  1  Incoln, 
aided  by  Abe.  Both  Thomas  Lincoln 
and  his  second  wife  died  In  this  humble 
structure.  It  was  long  the  home  of 
Hall.  The  little  cairn  of  stone  «'.'id 
bricks  i,s  shadowed  by  two  trees,  which 
were  set  out  by  Thomas  Lincoln  'or 
shade'  over    the  cabin. 

The  Gordon  cemetery,  in  which  riio.n- 
as  and  Sarah  Lincoln  are  buried,  is  a 
mile  west  of  the  Lincoln  homestead.  It 


Lincoln^ s  Parents^  Graves  Neglected 


l8  a  typical  rural  graveyard  and  In  a 
very  isolated  locality  There  Is  a  pile 
of  brush  upon  the  grave  of  the  woman 
who  had  much  to  do  with  giving  the 
country    its  emancipator. 

Not  until  1&8U  was  the  grave  of  Thom- 
as Lincoln  marked,  except  for  a  piece 
of  white  hoard,  placed  there  by  Abralia.-n 
Lljii-oin.  In  ISSO, 'the  present  plain,  white 
marble  shaft  was  erected.  It  bears  this 
iuscript  ion : 

'Thoma.s  Lin'ulu.  l<'ather  of  (he  Mar- 
tyred President;  Born,  Jan.  i).  177S;  died 
Jan.    15,  ISGl." 


The  picture  shows  the  monument  over  the  grave  of  Thomas  Lincoln 
in  Sbiloh  cemetery.  Coles  county,  Illinois,  about  to  topple  over.    The  un- 
marked grave  of  Sally  Busb  Lincoln,  Lincoln's  stepmother,  is  beside  that 
"^bomas  Liacoltj.    The  Union  League  club  is  pushing  a  campaign  for 
■  •«  action  in  behalf  of  the  last  resting  place  of  Lincoln's  parents. 
'  ^ucoln  monument  was  erected  by  Coles  county  folk  in  1880. 
'  the  grave  in  1861.       ,  i  ,       .       l^-w.  t 


It    seems    remarluuije  ti'at 
shaft  was  placed  no  mention  of  the  wife 
whose  grave  lies  adjoining. 

I*<»et    ArouNoai  Frlentld. 

Credit  for  the  Thomas  Lincoln  monu- 
ment goes  In  part  to  George  Balcu,  a 
rural  poet,  who  resided  near  the  ceme- 
tery. He  wrote  a  poem  regarding  the 
neglected  graves  and  read  it  to  a  num- 
ber of  ills  friends.  He  recited  It  at  a 
public  entertainment  and  $35  was  raisej. 
The  shaft  ccst  $140. 

It  was  impossible  to  raise  the  balance 
locally  and  finally  Robert  T.  Lincoln, 
son  of  the  great  emancipator,  was  ap- 
pealed to.  He  sent  a  check  for  ?1J0, 
and  the  stone  was  purchased  and  set  up. 

Tlie  last  time  that  Abraha:n  Lincoln 
was  In  Coles  country  to  visit  the  grave 
of  his  father  and  call  upon  his  step- 
mother was  in  18r,l,  just  before  he  was 
Inaugurated  president.  John  J.  Hall  uiy-i: 

"He  came  down  from  Charleston  early 
in  the  morning  and  came  to  the  old 
house.  I  recall  It  so  well  because  he 
had  to  take  off  his  tall  hat  and  stoop 
wlien  hi-  entered  the  room  wliere  I'la 
stepmother  was  waiting  for  him.  He  took 
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her  In  his  arms  and  she  cried  over  htm. 
She  declared  that  it  would  be  the  last 
time  she  would  ever  see  him.  Lincoln 
tried  In  vain  to  pacify  her.  'Why,  moth- 
er?' he  asked,  and  she  answered:  "Abe 
you  are  such  a  good  man  that  they 
win  kill  you.'  Lincoln  only  laughed 
at  her. 

Alnrkers  Wlilttled  Out.  >, 

"Before  noon,  he  asked  me  to  hitch  up 
my  team  aa  ho  wislicd  to  visit  the  grave 
of  his  father.  Just  before  he  started 
he  asked  me  if  I  had  any  good,  solid 
joists.  1  found  a  white  oak  board  and 
with  the  .saw  and  ax  he  made  two  markers 
one  tor  the  head  and  the  other  for  the 
foot  of  his  father's  grave.  He  then 
whittled  the  initials,  'T.  L.'  on  the  head- 
board. We  drove  over  to  the  graveyard 
ami  cleared  off  the  mound  and  surrouad- 
ings  and  set  'the  two  markers, 

"Tlie  t\yo  markers  were  in  position 
until  after  Lincoln  was  assassinated. 
Then  they  were  stolen  by  relic  liunters 
and  the  grave  was  iinmarked  until  the 
ijrcf-i-nt  'white  stone  was  set  in  liHU. 
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ICtttrnln  ilfmnnal— Sfall  nf  iFamp 

The  Union  League  Club  of  Chicago 
public  affairs  committee 


JOHN  BENHAM 
BRITTON   I.  BUDD 
GEORGE  W.  DIXON 
FLETCHER   M.  DURBIN 
GEORGE   O.  FAIRWEATHER 
DAVID  L.  GOODWILLIE 
ROBERT  H.  HUNTER 
HARRY  EUGENE  KELLY 


OFFICERS 

HARRY  EUGENE  K  E  LLY ,  Ch  A 1  R  M  AN 
JOHN  BENHAM.  VICE-CHAIRMAN 
GEORGE  T.  TURNER,  VICE-CHAIRMAN 


LEROY  A.  GODDARD,  Treasurer 
LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  FUND 


FREDERICK  A.  LORENZ 
WILLIAM   R.  MOSS 
GEORGE  T.  TURNER 
CHARLES  WARE 
IRVING  WASHINGTON 
EDWARD   P.  WELLES 
PAUL  E.  WILSON 


CHICAGO 


C 
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Patriotism  is  a  spirit  not  acquired  with  birth.  It  must  be  induced  into  every 
person.  It  is  a  matter  of  education,  environment ,  upbuilding  and  nurturing,  which  when 
attained  leads  men,  women  and  children  to  suffer,  bleed  and  die  for  their  country. 


sHiLon  Lmcom  mfmorial  club 


Janesville,  Illinois 


The  following  are  the  present  olTicers 
of  the  Shiloh  LincolD  Memorial  Club: 

Harry  Jones   President 

Mrs.  F.  A.  Whitacre  Vice  president 

11.  B.  Rodders   Sec.-Treas. 

A.  Sumerlin  Publicity  Director 

Lerna,  Illinois 

Directors— R.  B.  llodgers,  Georiro 
Grimes,  L.  W.  Baker,  W  F.  Price,  J. 
A.  Grimes,  R.  H,  Baker,  Harry  Dallas, 
W.  F.  Keed.  Mrs.  R.  B.  Rodyers  and 
F.  A.  Whitacre. 

Life  membership    $1.00 

The  Club  was  organized,  November 
19,  1922, and  rei-eiveci  its  charter  from 
the  state  December  5t,h,  1922.  The 
monument  erected  to  the  memory  Of 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  Sarah  Bnsh  Lin- 
coin  was  formally  dedicated  May  23, 
1923. 

PREAMBLE 

We,  thepatronsof  the  SHILOH  LIN- 
COLN MEMORIAL  CLUB,  and  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  as  a  Charter- 
ed Ass<Knation,  in  or<.ler  to  cai-e  for  the 
Lincoln  graves  and  the  cemetery  where- 
in the  Lincoln  graves  are  situated  do 
adopt  the  following  Constitution,  By- 
Laws  and  Rules  of  Order: 

MOTTO 

"Care  for  the  (iraves  of  tiie  Dead  as 
You  would  Have  Others  Care  for  You" 

CONSTITUTION 

ARTICLL  1— N  AMK 

This  Association  shall  he  known  as 
the  SHILOH  LINCOLN  MEMORIAL 
CLUB. 

ARTICLE  2— OFFICERS 

See.  1  The  oHicer,^  of  this  as.socia- 
tion  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Secretary-Treasurer  and  ten  (10) 
Directors, 

Sec.  2.  The  otiicers  of  this  associa- 
tion shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  a  plural- 
ity of  the  votes  cast  being  necessary 
to  a  choice. 

Sec.  3.  Flection  shall  be  iield  on 
January  15,  of  each  year,  the  date  of 
the  death  of  the  Father  of  the  martyred 
prtisident,  Al)raham  Lincoln. 

Sec.  4.  Oliicers  shall  be  installed  ou 
the  date  of  their  election  or  by  theSec- 
retary-Trasurer  at  any  time  thereafter. 

Sec.  5  Any  member  shall  be  eliffi- 
ble  to  office  upon  hlling  all  require- 
ments. 

Sec.  5.  Every  official  vacancy  shall 
be  tilled  at  a  regular,  adjourned  orcall- 
ed  meeting  as  soon  as  practicalile  after 
such  vacancy  is  known. 

Sec  7.   Each  ofticer  shall  take  charge 


on  retiring  from  office  to  his  succes- 
sor. 

Sec.  8.  All  officei-s  shall  be  elected 
for  five  years. 

ARTICLE  3  —DUTIES  OP  OFFICERS 

Sec.  1.  The  president  shall  preside  at 
all  meetings  of  the  association,  call  all 
special  meetings,  supply  all  temporary 
vacancies  in  nffice  and  perform  such 
other  duties  :ia  may  lievolve  upon  him. 

Sec,  2.  The  vice- president  shall  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  president. 

Sec  3.  Tlie -Secretary-Treasurer  shall 
receive  all  money  of  the  association 
anil  cari-y  on  the  correspondence  of  the 
same.  All  moneys  shall  be  paid  out 
by  lecretary-Treasurer  ou  order  made 
by  Prt'sitlent. 

;sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duties  of  the 
diteelors  to  defend  or  prosecute  all 
claims  of  the  association,  to  promote 
the  general  interest  thereof,  to  control 
and  manage  the  atVairs  and  funds  and 
to  recommend  by  adoption  such  meas- 
ures as  they  think  best  to  secure  the 
prosperity  of  the  association. 

AUTICLE  4 
Any  peison  on  the  approval  of  the 
board  of  directors  may   be  eligible  to 
membership  and  entitled  to  one  vote  in 
person  or  by  certified  proxy. 

ARTICLE  5. 

The  constitution  and  the  by-laws  and 
rules  of  order  hereunto  annexed  may 
be  altered  or  amended  by  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  members  present  or  their 
certihed  proxies  at  any  regular  meeting 
or  adjourned  session  thereof. 

ARTICLE  6. 
This  constitution  and  by-laws  here- 
unto annexed  or  such  portion  as  may 
be  adopted  not  conflicting  with  the  laws 
of  the  State  or  the  United  States  shall 
take  elTect  and  be  in  force  immediately 
upon  its  adoption. 

BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE  1.— MEETINGS 

Sec,  1. — This  Association  shall  hold 
its  regular  annual  meeting  in  Shiloh 
Church  Building,  near  cemetery,  on 
the  15th  day  of  January  of  each  year 
at  one  o'clock  F.  M.  unless  otherwise 
ordered. 

See.  2.— At  regular  or  call  meetings 
five  members  shall  be  necessary  to  con- 
stituLe  a  cjiiorum. 

Sec.  3.  For  special  or  called  meet- 
ings three  notices  shall  be  posted  in 
public  places  speciting  the  time,  date 
and  object  of  meeting. 

RULES  OF  OR  HER 
Roberts  Rules  sf  order  shall  he  au- 


JANESVILLE,  ILLINOIS 


The  following  are  the  present  offirers  on  retiring  from   office   to  his  succes- 

of  the  Shiloh  Lincoln  Memorial  Club:  ^o''- 

Sec.  8.    All  offi(^ers  shall  be  elected 

Harry  Jones   President  f^,  ye.,^,. 

Mrs.  P.  A.  Whitacre  Vice  president 

R.  B.  Rodgers                     Sec.-Treas.  ARTICLE  3 -DTTTIES  OP  OFFICERS 

A.  Suraerlin  Publicity  Director  Sec.  L   The  president  shall  preside  at 

Lerna,  Illinois  all  meetings  of  the  association,  call  all 

Directors— R.    B.    Rodgers,    Georee  SF)ecial  meetinj/s,  supply  all  temporary 

Grimes,  L.  W.  Baker,  W   F.  Price,  J.  vacancies  in   office  and  perform  such 

A.  Grimes,  R.  H,  Baker.  Harry  Dallas,  other  duties  as  may  devolve  upon  him. 

W.  F.  Reed,  Mrs.  R.  B.  Kodyers  and  3.    The  vice-president  shall  per- 

F  A   Whitacre  form  the  duties  of  the  president. 

Life  membership                          $1.00  Sec  3.  The  SecretHry-Treasaror  shall 

receive  all   money  of  the  association 

The  Club  was  oruanized,  November  the 'correspondence  of  the 

10,  1922,and  received  its  charter  from  ^^^^^.^  ,,,^1,         paid  out 

the  state  December  5i.h,   1022.      The  by  ^m-reiarv-Tn^asurer  on  order  made 

iiionnuiPiil  en-ctrd   to  the  memory  of  President 

Thomas  Lincoln  and    Sarah  Bush  Lin-  "^^^  ^  ^^^^^^ 

coin   was   formally    dedicated  May  23,  ^^..^.^tors  to  defend  or  prosecute  all 

claims  of  the  association,  to  promote 

PREAMBLE  ^''^  treneral  interest  thereof,  to  control 

and  manag^e  the  affairs  and  funds  and 

We,  thepatronsof  Ibe  SHILOH  LIN-  ..eeommend  by  adoption  such  meas- 

COLN  MEMOKIAL  CLUB,   and  ciM-  ^^.^^       ^j^^^                         ^^^^^.^  ^^e 

zens  of  the  United  States,  as  a  Charter-  p,.„3jje,.ity  of  the  association, 
ed  Association,  in  order  to  care  for  the 

Lincoln  graves  and  Ihecemeterv  where-  AHTICLL  4 

in  the  Lincoln  graves  are  situated  do  Any  person  on  the  approval  of  the 

adopt  the  following  Constitution,  By-  board  of  directors  may   be  eligible  to 

Laws  and  Rules  of  Order:  membership  and  entitled  to  one  vote  in 

person  or  by  certified  proxy. 

,'^0'^'^^,,    n    3  ARTICLE  5. 

"Care  for  the  draves  of  the  Dead  as  j        u    i  j 

,               ,     ,r    I,  The  constitution  and  the  by-laws  and 

You  would  Have  Others  Care  for  You'  ,      j.      ■      ,          ^         '  j 

rules  of  order  hereunto  annexed  may 

CONSTITUTION  be  altered  or  amended  by  two-thirds 

'   r       NAlSIF  vote  of  the  members  present  or  their 

ARllCL'-l—    A      .  certilied  proxies  at  any  regular  meeting 

This  Association  shall  be  known  as  or  adjourned  session  thereof, 
thn  SHILOH  LINCOLN  MEMORIAL 

CLUB  ARTICLES. 

This  constitution  and   by-laws  here- 

ARTICLR  2— OFFICER'^  unto  annexed  or  such  portion  a«  may 

S'-c.  1    The  oiricer-  of  tliis  a^socia-  be  adopted  not  conflicting  with  tho  Iaw.« 

tion  ^l>all  be  a  i'r  .  sid.'nt,  a  Vice-l'rosi-  of  the  State  or  the  Unite.)  State*  shall 

d.-nt.  SiciH  tai  y  Tr.  asurer  and  len(l<t)  take  elTect  and  be  in  force  inmmhstelr 

lVnr.,-iut-<.  npon  its  adoption 

-                       '^'i-■'-->'■'^;-  BY-LAWS 

tion  shall  hi'  eb'i-U'd  by  iKillot,  a  pliiral- 

itvoflhp    vot.rs  cast  being  necessary  ARTICLE  l.—M  1':i:T1  NGS 

to  a  choice.  i._Xhis  Association  shall  hold 

Sec.  8.    Election  shall   be  held  on  .^^^  ,e^„lar  annual  meeting  in  Shiloh 

January  15,  of  each   year,   the  date  of  (.^^^.^^^  Building,  near  cemetery,  on 

the  death  of  the  Father  of  the  martyred  ^^^^             January  of  each  year 

president,  Al)raham  Lincoln.  o'clock  P.  M.   unless  otherwise 

Sec.  4.    Officers  shall  be  installed  on  o,.^]g,.gf} 
the  date  of  their  election  or  by  theSec-  g^^_  2.  — At  regular  or  call  meetings 
retary-Trasurer  at  any  time  thereafter.  members  shall  be  necessary  to  con- 
Sec.  5    Any  member  .shall  be  el.gi-  stituce  a  quorum, 
bleto  office  upon  tilling  all  require-  ^     For  special  or  called  meet- 
raents.  f^gg  three  notices  shall  be  posted  in 
Sec.  5.    Every  official   vacancy  shall  p^^,.^  ^^^^^^  speciling  the  time,  date 
be  tilled  at  a  regular,  adjourned  or  call-  ^^^.^^^  meeting, 
ed  raeetin?  as  soon  as  oracticable  after 

such  vacancy  is  known.  RULES  OF  ORDER 

Sec  .  7.   Each  officer  shall  take  charge  Roberts  Rules  sf  order  shall  be  au- 

of  all  books,  papersand  documents  per-  thority  on  all  points  of  parlimentary 

taining  to  his  office  and  shall  transmit  pcactice. 

Address  all  Communications.  Applications  for  Membership  or  Donaticns  to 

R.  B.  RODOEBS,  Secretary, 

JanesviTle,  III. 


Program  Carried  Out  Under  Auspices  of  Illinois 
Lions— Addresses  Made  by  Former  Gover- 
nor Frank  0.  Lowden,  Rev.  Dr.  William 
E.  Barton  and  Judge  Garner— Thou- 
sands Attend  the  Affair. 

(AddresECs  of  Messrs.  Lowden,  Barton  and  Garner,  as  well  as  other  data 
pertaining  to  today's  program,  will  be  found  on  pages  6  and  7.) 

Historic  Mattooii  and  Janesville  and  the  Old  Gordon  ceme- 
tery, near  Janesville,  formed  the  meccas  for  a  host  of  Illinois 
Lions  and  many  people  who  journeyed  today  to  attend  the 
presentation  and  unveiling  of  a  nev/  and  larger  monnment  to 
mark  the  gi-aves  of  Tliomas  Lincoln  and  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln, 
father  and  step-mother,  respectively,  of  the  immortal  Abraham 
Lincoln,  preserver  of  the  union  of  states. 

It  is  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  Illinois  that  has  been  obseiTed 
today,  all  seemed  to  realize,  and  take  pleasure  in  its  making. 
The  event  has  long  been  scheduled,  and  since  that  September 
night  when  the  local  Lions  attended  the  exercises  at  Old  Shi- 
loh  Presbyterian  Church,  adjoining  the  Gordon  cemetery,  and 
Avere  feasted  witli  an  excellent  dinner  by  the  people  of  that 
community,  tliis  day  has  been  anticipated. 

Headed  by  Wayne  C.  Townley,  district  governor  of  the  Lions 
in  Illinois,  many  representatives  of  Lions  clubs  met  Here  to- 
day under  auspicious  circumstances  and  contributed  to  the 
magnificence  and  yet  soberness  of  the  occasion. 

Due  to  Townley  Suggestion. 
Today's  memorial  commemoration  lias  been  the  acceptance 
and  fulfillment  of  a  suggestion  by  Mr.  Townley  made  to  local 
Lions  last  year  when  he  visited  INiattoon  and  Janesville,  tliat 
a  more  fitting  monument  should  mark  the  graves  of  the  Lin- 
colns,  and  that  the  Thomas  Lincoln  trail  sliould  be  aiarked. 

Thursday  night  and  early  this  morning  visiting  Lions  came 
by  train  and  by  automobile^  and  the  program  of  the  day  was 
early  begun,  that  it  should  be  enacted  most  capably.  Local 
Lions  were  a  committee  of  tlie  whole  to  greet  and  louk  after  (lie 
comfo'-t  and  pleasure  of  their  visitors. 

It  cloven  o'clock  when  rcar.^>)ii's  band  t'Mti.  its  po;,,I- 

tion  ai  the  high  school,  and  soon  the  formation  of  the  parade 
was  begun  and  the  start  made  at  11:30  o'clock  promptly  in  or- 
der to  be  at  the  ]\rattoon  Country  Club  for  the  luncheon. 
How  Procession  Moved. 
At  the  front,  behind  the  band,  were  automobiles  bearing  the 
members  of  the  local  G.  A.  R.  post,  then  followed  former  Gov- 
ernor Frank  0.  Lowden  and  party,  Rev.  Dr.  William  E.  Barton 
and  party,  Wayne  C.  Townley,  accompanied  by  Frank  B.  Jones, 
president  of  the  Mattoon  Lions;  Mayor  Carl  H.  O/.ee  and  Harry 
1.  Hannah,  chairman  of  the  program  committee  of  the  Lions, 
and  Judge  J.  F.  Garner  of  Quincy. 

Many  automobiles  containing  visiting  and  local  Lions  fol- 
lowed these.  United  States  flags,  pennants,  pictures  of  Lin- 
coln and  other  suitable  displays  were  noticed  in  tlie  automo- 
biles, wdiile  Western  avenue  and  Broadway  for  the  entire  dis- 
tance along  the  line  of  marcli  were  decoi-atod  with  bunting  of 
the  national  colors.    Flags  were  seen  everywhere,  and  in  many 


store  windows  were  flags  and  large  pictures  of  Jjincoln  draped 
with  bunting.    In  some  of  the  windows  were  relics  of  pioneer 
days  in  Illinois  and  Kentnclcy.    Every  effort  was  made  to  have! 
the  day  Lincolnesqne.  | 

The  procession  moved  from  the  high  school  east  on  Western  [ 
avenue  to  Nineteenth  street,  thence  south  to  Broadway  and  eastj 
on  Broadway  to  Sixth  street.   From  there  it  left  the  city  limits 
and  proceeded  to  tlie  Country  Club.  | 

Lions  immediately  felt  at  home  in  the  beautiful  suburban  i 
club,  where  decorations,  flowers,  pictures  and  a  generally  beau- 
tiful setting  prevailed.  The  great  dining  room  of  the  club  was| 
a  picture  of  beauty.  The  tables  were  decorated  and  tastefully: 
set,  while  a  delicious  luncheon  was  served.  i 
Visitors  Welcomed.  '< 

Little  time  was  consumed  with  the  luncheon  program..  Frank 
R.  Jones,  president  of  ]\rattoon  Lions,  presided  and  welcomed 
the  visitors,  while  Mr.  Townley  responded,  and  Mr.  Lowden 
made  a  shoi't  talk.  An  orcliestra  discoursed  music  at  inter- 
vals. There  appeared  to  be  one  thing  about  the  luncheon  which 
caused  meditation,  and  that  was  the  absence  of  Joseph  G.  Can-! 
non,  venerable  former  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives' 
in  Washington,  who  had  been  especially  invited  to  attend,  but 
whose  condition  of  health  forbade  his  coming. 

Start  for  Cemetery.  ^ 

At  1:15  o'clock  the  Lions  and  veterans  of  the  Civil  War  with 
others  entered  automobiles  for  the  twelve-mile  drive  to  the  Old 
Gordon  cemetery.  Children  from  the  pulilic  schools  came  with 
motor  cars  to  convey  tlie  G.  A.  R.  members  to  the  monument 
unveiling. 

The  long  line  of  automobiles,  numbering  several  hundreds, 
•<^ooted  rapidly  along  tlie  Thomas  Lincoln  trail,  passed  througli^ 
toric  Janesville,  and  on  to  tlie  Old  Gordon  cemetery,  the| 
:ca  for  all  of  the  party. 

Arriving  here  the  spirit  of  reverence  and  awe  overcame  all. 
Levity  departed  as  each  meditated  on  the  hallowed  ground 
which  they  were  about  to  enter.  It  was  that  silent  pioneer  city 
of  the  dead,  that  reserved  space  of  the  pioneers,  set  apart  as 
their  God's  acre  in  the  days  when  the  sharp  crack  of  the  fron- 
tierman's  rifle  and  the  sharp  crack  of  the  woodman's  axe  were 
the  chief  sounds  to  vie  with  those  emitted  by  wild  animals  andj 
the  Indian.  i 

Here  it  was  that  the  bodies  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  and  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln,  found  their  last  resting  place, 
and  in  whicli  enclosure  the  immortal  Abraham  Lincoln,  first 
martyred  president  of  the  United  States  of  America,  bade  fare- 
well to  his  former  neighbors  on  the  occasion  of  the  burial  of 
his  father,  and  gave  his  solemn  commission  to  one  of  the  older 
heads  of  families  to  care  for  their  graves  during  his  absence. 

This  is  the  key  memory  which  the  people  of  this  section  chcr- 
(Continued  on  page  six) 
ish  In  their  hearts  and  Alls  them  with     ^^j.^.  judge  Clyde  Vogelsang,  Taylor 
a  sorrowful  pride  over  the  fact  that 
this  neighborhood  once  was  the  envir- 
onment of  the  Lincolns. 

With  hats  removed,  the  Lions  and 
accompanying  multitudes  entered  the 
cemetery  and  proceeded  to  the  graves 
of  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Sarah  Bush 
Lincoln,  and  the  interesting  though 
Bomewhat  brief  program  was  enacted. 
Under  Lion  Auspices. 
The  greater  event  was  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Illinois  Lions  clubs, 
represented  by  Mr.  Townley,  district 
governor,  Bloomington,    and  Arthur 
UottschaUc,  district  secretary,  Spring- 
field, with  the   following   state  me- 
morial committee: 

Judge  John  F.  Gamer,  Qulncy;  H. 
R.  Van  Gunter,  Chicago;  H.  B.  Hill, 
Bprlngfleld;  Lloyd  Cox,  West  Frank- 


tributlon  to  that  great  life.  | 

"Here,  In  this  state,  were  developed  | 
those  talents  which  produced  that 
great  debater — the  superior  of  a  Ste- 
phen A.  Douglas; 

"Here  was  developed  that  orator 
whose  speeches  are  classed  with  the 
gems  of  history; 

"Here  wag  inspired  that  patriot — 
ready  to  hold  the  horse  of  a  vain  Mc- 
Clellan,  willing  to  bear  the  ridicule 
of  a  mistal^en  Greeley;  satisfied  to 
Ignore  the  false  clamor  of  a  misguided 
minority;  that  this  nation,  of  the  peo- 
ple, by  the  people,  for  tlie  people, 
might  live; 

"Here  he  gave  his  'lost  speech' — 
which  pointed  to  his  leadership  in  the 
Republican  party  and  paved  his  way 
to  the  Presidency; 

"Here    was    developed    from  the 

,  Tough,  unlettered,  unknown  back- 
woodsman, the  world's  greatest  citi- 
zen ; 

'■Here  was  the  training  that  gave  to 
us  the  patient,  wise,  just  martyred 
leader  who  loved  his  country  more 
than  himself;  his  honor  more  than 
liis  station;  his  ideals  more  than  his 


office; 


tllle,  and  J.  S.  Wyatt,  treasurer  of 
fund,  Bloomington. 

Children  Sing  "America." 
Hari*y  L  Hannah  was  ■chairman  of 
the  program  committee  and  director. 
The  exercises  at  the  graves  were  com- 
menced by  the  children  of  the  Lerna 
and  Janesville  schools  singing  "Am.er- 
Ica."  This  was  followed  by  prayer  by 
Rev.  Marlon  G.  Hull  of  Mattoon,  after 
which  Bryan  H.  Tivnen  of  Mattoon  ' 
Introduced  Mr.  Townley,  who  made 
che  following  remarks: 

Mr.  Townlcy's  Remarks. 
"We  are  here  to  dedicate  this  mon- 
ument erected  in  memory  of  Thomas 
and  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln,  the  father 
and  step-mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
"Illinois  may  well  recall   its  con- 1 


j  "And  through  it  all  was  the  In- 
I  fluence  of  the  father  and  step-moUier- 
i  intangible  but  powerful.  With  his 
'  struggles  came  the  knowledge  of  the 
I  value  of  a  good  heredity  through  the 
'  one  and  the  help  of  environment  of 
'  the  other.    He  honored  both. 

"We  have  come  to  this  little  country 
churchyard  to  pay  tribute  by  the  dedi- 
cation of  this  granite  to  these  'whose 
humble  but  worthy  home  gave  to  the 
world  Abraham  Lincoln,'  With  this 
privilege  comes  the  opportunity  of 
saying  these  few  words  of  long  ap- 
preciation. These  two  belonged  to 
Abraham  Lincoln.  'He  belongs  to  the 
ages.'  " 

A  musical  Interspersion  followed, 
after  which  Former  Governor  Frank 
O.  Lowden  delivered  an  address.  The 
Janesville  and  Lerna  school  children 
sang  "Illinois".  Rev.  Dr.  William  E. 
Barton,  of  Chicago,  then  delivered  an 
address. 

The  new  monument  then  was  pre- 
sented by  Judge  John  F.  Garner,  of 
Quincy,  to  the  Lincoln  Memorial  As- 
sociation. It  was  accepted  by  Mrs. 
Susan  D.  Baker,  president  of  the 
Shiloh  Lincoln  Memorial  association, 
who  said: 

"Mr.      Townley      and  Other 
Friends: 

"In  the  name  of  the  Shiloh  Lin 
coin  Memorial  Association  we 
thank  you  for  this  beautiful  monu- 
ment. We  accept  It  from  the 
Lions  Clubs  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois with  gratitude  for  their 
work  in  fulfilling  the  wis.i  of  Ab- 
I'ah.uu  Lincoln  whlcli  he  m.ine  by 
the  siae  of  Lis  father's  g:ave  in 
■-'obreary  -ISfil.  We  than:?  Mr. 
\Va>i;e  C.  Townley  for  hi 3  as.sist- 
I'uce  which  made  this  po.-:s'b  e. 

"It  is  a  great  day  for  us  because 
yojv  have  fulfilled  our  hopes." 
Tlie  new  monument  was  then  un- 


lit 


■My-' 


f        DR.  WILLIAM  E.  BARTON 

'•  WAYNE  C.  TOWNLEY 

Pastor   of   the    First  Congregational 

Church,  Oak  Park,  III.,  and  a  noted      District  Governor  of  the  Lions  Clubs 


Lincoln  student  and  historian 


of  Illinois 


REV.  MARION  HULL 
Who  delivered  the  invocation 


DR.  S.  A.  CAMPBELL 

Of  Mattoon  Post  No.  404,  G.  A.  R.,  who 
unveiled  the  monument 


BRYAN   H.  TIVNEN 


Who  Introduced  Wayne  C.  Townley, 
District  Governor  Lions  Clubs 
of  Illinois 


MRS.  SUSAN  D.  BAKER 
Who  accepted  the  monument 


JUDGE  JOHN  F.  GARNER 
Who  made  the  presentation  address 


FRANK  O.  LOWDEN 

Former  governor  of  Illinois 


The  Shiloh  church  and  Gordon  cemetery,  near  Janesville,  111.,  a 
mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln.    Over  their  graves  the  Lions  of  lUiuc 
ceremonies.    The  Lincoln  farm  was  a  few  tew  miles  east  of  Janes' 
dead  trees  which  stood  near  the  house.    The  Lincoln  h^me  was  a  lot 
of  the  world's  fairjn  Chica^g^q,^^,  -  I 


are  buried  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln,  his  wife,  father  and  step- 
ive  erected  a  beautiful  monument,  which  was  dedicated  today  with  impressive 
Nothing  remains  to  mark  the  place  where  the  Lincoln  home  stood,  except  two 
'lin,  which  was  sold  and  taken  to  Chicago  for  exhibition  purposes  about  the  time 


Today's  PXOiram 


Music — 

Pearson's  B-*  ^^'toon 
"Aaieuica" —  '  ,,  ^ 

School  Children  ^  Janesvilxe 

Invocation — 

Rev.  Marion  Hull,  Pastor  Fi  r^^y'San  Church  of  Malloon 

Introduction  of  Hon.  Wayne  C,  ''  ^jtrict  Governor  Lions  Clubs 

of  Illinois— 

Hon.  Bryan  H.  Tivn  Mattoon 

Remarks — 

Hon.  Wayne  C.  Townle      f  Bloomington 

Address — 

Hon.  Frank  0.  Lowden,  Forrr     Governor  of  Illinois 

Music — 

Pearson's  Band,  .  Mattoon 

Address — 

Dr.  William  E.  Barton,  Pastor  of      st  Congregational  Church 
of  Oak  Vi 

Presentation  of  Monument —       i  •  ^ 

Judge  John  F.  Garpier,  of  Quincy 

Unveiling  of  Monument — 

Dr.  S.  a.  Campbell,  of  Ma'      a  Post  No.  404,  G.  A.  R.  \ 

I  Acceptance  of  Monument — 

Mrs.'  Susan  D.  Ba      {,  of  Janesville  i 

i 

Illinois" — 

School  Children  of      ina  and  Janesville  j 

I  Benediction —  1 
Rev.  J.  G.  Reynolds,  P     )r  of  Shiloh  Church  ! 


Tribu.  of  Coolidge 


Tl 

My  Dear  Dr.  Barton: 
It  is  a  source  of  rt 
present  at  the  dedica 
mark  the  graves  of  T 
Sarah;  but,  unfortun 
ing  for  immediate  a 
plating  any  consider; 

The  world's  debt  t.t 
Hanks  Lincoln,  has  t 
appropriate  monume?  ' 
tiful  park  establishes' 
diana.    It  is  fitting  t 
should  now  be  erecte 
rah  Lincoln,  and  of 
ble   as  these   two  p 
which  constitute  the 
They  were  honest,  a 
The  education  which 
son  to  secure  and  we 
which  they  could  ne\ 
is  the  spirit  of  true  ] 
sincere. 

This  stone  is  a  tri 
humble  American  me. 
family  may  be  consid 
the  courage  and  the  e 
were  the  aspiration,  ai 
come  which  have  carri 


i^hite  House 

Washington,  May  2,  1924, 

regret  to  me  that  I  cannot  be 
of  the  memorial  which  is  to 
as  Lincoln  and  his  second  wife, 
,r,  the  matters  which  are  press- 
tion  prevent  me  from  contem- 

absence  from  Washington, 
iraham  Lincoln's  mother,  Nancy 
ady  been  acknowledged  in  the 
:anding  in  the  midst  of  a  beau- 
1  maintained  by  the  state  of  In- 
similar  expression  of  gratitude 
honor  of  his  second  mother,  Sa- 
"ather,  Thomas  Lincoln.  Hum- 
e  were,  their  virtues  are  those 
s  of  our  American  institutions. 
,  virtuous,  and  kind  of  heart. 
/  lacked  they  encouraged  their 
roud  when  he  rose  to  a  position 
hemselves  have  attained.  This 
nthood,  sacrificial,  devoted  and 


1 

■A. 


•■  also  to  the  vast  company  of 
td  women,  of  whom  the  Lincoln 
d  representative.  Theirs  were 
urance  of  the  pioneer;  theirs 
the  vision  of  better  things  to 
d  American  civilization  across 
the  mountains  and  to  th  s  farther  ocean. 

America's  hope  is  in  ihe  stability  and  purity  of  its 
home  life.  This  monumei.t  commemorates  no!  simply  the 
individuals  above  whose  Just  it  is  erected,  but  the  home 
which  they  established  and  maintained.  That  home, 
lacking  though  it  v/as  in  all  our  present  luxuries  and  in 
many  of  our  comforts,  wis  adequate  for  the  development 
of  character;  it  gave  to  tbe  world  Abraham  Lincoln. 

5fours  very  truly, 
(Signed)    CALViN  COOLIDGE. 
Rev.  William  E.  Barton,  D.  D., 
The  First  Congregational  Church, 
Oak  Park,  111.  j 


*■     '"'•Vi:   ■     ■   ' 

NEGLECTED  NO  MORE — Are  the  graves  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  Abrahum  Luicoln,  and  liis 
ft-if^i^arah  Bush.  •  The  Lions  Club  of  Coles  county',  111.,  lias  erccttd  a  shaft  over  them.  .  Frank  O.  Lowdcn 
(8ec<ind  from  leftV  formcr.IUmoiS  governor,  isj  seeo  >ith  a  part^^at  the  toonument.' 


At  the  Lincoln  Shaft  Dedication  at  Janesville 


The  above  picture  waa  taken  Friday  in 
the  small  cemetery  near  Janesville,  Wis; 
consin,  where  there  was  dedicated  a  shaft 
of  a  granite  over  the  graves  of  the  par- 
ents of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Wayne  Town- 
ley,  of  Bloomington,  district  governor, 
of  the  Lions  Club,  was  instrumental  in 
raising  the  fund  for  the  monument 
amongst  the  clubs  in  the  state.  Left  to 
right  those  in  the  picture  are:  Fi-anlc 
Jones,  president,  Mattoon  Lions  Club;  ex- 
Governor  Frank  O.  Lowden;  Mr.  Town- 
ley  of  Bloomington;  Dr.  William  E.  Bar- 
ton, of  Oak  Fark,  who  delivered  the  prin- 
cipal address,  and  Judge  Garner  of 
Quincy,  who  presented  the  monument  to 
the  Sbiloh  Cemetery  Association. 


IIOIE  TO 


Monument  to  Memory  of  Thomas 
Lincola  and  His  Second  Wife 
Dedicated. 


FATHER  NOT  GREAT  BUT 
GOOD,  SAYS  BIOGRAPHER 

Letter  Read  From  President  Cool- 
idge  Paying  Tribute  to  Pioneer 
Homes  From  Which  Many  Peo- 
ple Sprang  and  Later  Attained 
Greatness — Lincoln  Family  Held 
to  Be  Representative. 


By  Associated  Press.  '  '  "  ■ 

Janesville,  111.,  May  16. — Thomai  rj 
Lincoln,  father  of  President  Lincoln, 
,  Washington,  May  6. — Secretarj 
was  not  a  great  man,  bul 
he  was  a  good  neighbor,  hon- 
est, sober,  religious,  truthful,  and 
paid  his  taxes,  said  Dr.  William  E. 
Barton,  of  Gak  Park,  111.,  authority 
on  Lincoln,  whose  family  history  ha 
personally  traced,  in  an  address  al 
the  dedication  here  today  of  a  mon- 
ument to  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Sarah 
Bush  Lincoln,  stepmother  of  the 
emancipator. 

A  letter  from  President  Cooh'dge 
paying  tribute  to  the  virtues  which 
made  possible  the  greatness  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  read.  ' 

"Tile  ".wrid's  debt  to  Abraham 
Lincoln's  mother,  Nancy  Hanks  Lin- 
coin,"  wrote  President  Coolidge,  "haa 
already  been  acknowledged  in  the 
appropriate  monument  standing  in 
the  midst  of  a  beautiful  park  estab- 
lished and  maintained  by  the  state  of 
Indiana.  It  is  fitting  that  a  similar 
expression  of  gratitude  should  now 
be  erected  in  honor  of  his  second 
mother,  Sarah  Lincoln,  and  of  his 
father,  Thomas  Lincoln.  Humlile  as 
these  two  people  were,  their  virtues 
are  those  which  constitute  the  basis 
of  our  American  institutions.  They 
were  honest,  sober,  virtuous  and  kind 
of  heart.  The  education  which  they 
lacked  they  encouraged  their 
son  to  secure,  and  were  proud 
when  he  .  rose  to  a  position 
which  they  could  never  them- 
selves have  attained.  This  is  the 
spirit  of  true-  parenthood,  sacrificial,  ' 
devoted  and  sincere. 

Tribute  to  Pioneers. 

"This  stone  is  a  tribute  also  to  the 
vast  company  of  humble  men  and 
women  of  whom  the  Lincoln  family 
may    be    considered  representative. 


Theirs  were  the  courage  and  the  en- 
durance of  the  pioneer  settlers,  wera 
the  aspiration  and  the  vision  of  better 
things  to  come  which  have  carried 
American  civilization  across  the 
mountains  and  to  the  further  ocean. 

"America's  hope  is  in  the  stability 
and  purity  of  its  home  life.  This 
monument  commemorates  not  simply 
the  individuals  above  whose  dust  It  is 
rrerted,  but  the  home  which  they  ea- 
tabb'shed  and  maintained.  That  home, 
larking  tho  it  was  in  all  our  present 
luxuries  and  many  of  our  comforts, 
was  adequate  for  the  development  of 
character :  it  p-ave  to  the  world  Abra- 
ham Lincoln." 


J   WR  I  G  II T 


THO MAS  »M> SARAH  BU5H  LINCOLN 
1776-1951  I766~18<;i> 

FATHtR  i  t>TtI-MOTHER 
Of  OUn  MAHTYHKD  PJtKHOKVT 

THEIR  HUMBIX  BlJT -WOKTHV  HOME 
CAVS  70  THE  WOKi-D 

'ABRAHAM  Ijhco:-N 


3  CTrmi  nm  or  lUjilui  % 


 '  — Uiid'-'iw'ioa  &  UnclfiwouU  I'hoio. 

LINCOLN'S  PARENTS'  GRAVES  ARE 
NEGLECTED — A  new  monument  is  to  be 
dedicated  today  at  the  graves  of  the  lather 
and  stepmother  of  Abraham  Lmcoln  at 
Janesville,  Coles  county,  lUmois,  by  the 
Lions'  club  of  Illinois. 


For  Graves  of  Lincoln's  Parents 


[LINCOLN 


TH0!V?A5^,N^,'iARAH  BUSH  LINC.O!  N  * 
17/6-i66i  1768-1869  | 

CF  OUR   ^lARTYRED  PKESlDCrrr 

T>IEiH  MUMBLE  BUT  WORTHY HONff 
UAVE  TO  THE  WOHLD 

Abraham  Linco-„n  ^ 


5.  .'fv:%  \^ 


Dr.  Barton,  at  Dedication  /  / 
of  Stone  to  Lincoln's  Parents, 
Reveals  His  Family  History 


JAlfEfiVTLLEl,  ni.,  May  IS. — XbomM 
Ldnooln  was  not  a  gr-eat  man,  but  he  wa» 
a  gTiod  neighbor,  toneat,  sober,  religious, 
truthfnl  and  paid  hts  taiea,  said  Dr.  "Wll- 
Uam  E.  Barton  of  Oak  Park,  author  of 
many  books  on  Utncoin  and  who  has  de- 
voted much  original  reaeaj-oh  to  traclnff 
Unooln's  family  history.  In  fin  address 
today  at  the  dedication  of  a  monument  to 
Thomaa  Unooln  and  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln, 
father  and  step-mother  of  the  laruaiiod- 
pator. 

Thomas  tJnooin  and  Sarah  Bosh  Un- 
coln  lie  burlad  in  the  old  ffhiloh  cometery, 
lhro«  ond  one'h&lf  miles  from  thtlr  hom» 
on  Goose  N««t  Pralrift,  near  Farming- 
ton,  111.  Thomas'  grave  was  fomwirly 
marked  by  a  monument,  but  It  had  be«n 
badly  chipped  and  defaoAd.  His  wife's 
grave,  which  adjoins  his,  had  never  been 
marked. 

A  letter  from  President  CooUdge  wa« 
read  at  the  ceremony  paying  tribute  to 
the  virtues  which  made  possible  the  boy- 
hood home  of  Abraham  IJncohj.  Frank 
O.  Lowden,  former  governor  of  IMlnota, 
spoke  of  Abraham  Lincoln  hlmaelf,  and 
Ills  Influence  upon  the  nation  and  th« 
world.  Dr.  Barton  spoka  chlofly  of  the 
father  and  step-mother,  making  many 
statoments  which  contradicted  data  given 
by  other  writers  on  IJncoln." 

Dobt  Is  Acknowledge^ 
"The  world's  debt  to  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's mother,  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln," 
wote  President  CoolldK*,  has  already 
been  acknowledged  in  the  appropriate 
monument  standing  In  the  mldat  of  a 
beautiful  park  established  and  maintained 
by  the  state  of  IndJaaa.  It  Is  fitting  thnt 
a  similar  expression  of  gratitude  should 
now  be  erected  In  honor  of  hie  second 
mother,  Sarah  Lincoln,  and  of  hia  fa- 
ther, Thomas  Lincoln.  Humble  aa  these 
two  people  were  their  virtues  are  those 
which  constitute  the  basts  of  oar  Amer- 
ican institutions.  They  were  honest,  bo. 
bar,  virtuous,  and  kind  of  heart.  The 
education  which  they  lacked  they  encour- 
aged their  son  to  secure  and  were  proud 
when  he  rose  to  a  position  whloh  they 
could  never  themselves  have  attained. 
This  is  the  spirit  of  true  parenthood, 
nacrtflcial,  devoted  and  sincere. 

"This  stone  Is  a  tribute  also  to  the  va*t 
company  of  humble  men  and  women,  of 
whom  the  Lincoln  family  may  be  oon- 
eidered  representative.  Theirs  were  the 
courage  and  the  enduiance  of  the  pio- 
neer; theirs  were  the  aspiration,  and  the  j 
vision  of  better  things  to  come  which  ! 
hare  carried  American  clvlllsajilon  across 
the  mountains  and  to  tho  further  ocean. 

•'.America's  liope  is  in  the  Btahillty  and 
purity  of  Its  home  life  This  mull  uajf?ri  t 
commemorateE  not  simply  tlie  individuals 
above  whose  dust  It  Is  erected,  but  the 
homo  which  they  established  and  main- 
tained. That  home,  Ia,<klng  though  It 
waa  In  all  our  present  luxurit^s  and  in 
many  of  our  comfortt),  was  adequate  for 
the  development  of  character;  It  gave  to 
the  world  Abraham  Lincoln." 


Spoke  Won  of  Him 

"These  were  two  honest.  God-fearing 
people,"  said  Dr.  Barton  In  his  ad- 
dress. 1  have  visited  people  who  knew 
Thomas  and  they  speak  well  of  him. 
These  people  were  children  in  1S51  (when 
he  died)  or  before,  and  he  was  an  old 
man,  but  they  loved  'niratid father  Un- 
coln'  as   the  neighborhood  called  him." 

Dr.  Barton  spoke  of  Thomas  as  a 
"Carpenter  of  rather  more  than  ordinary 
skill,"  schooled  In  the  use  of  the  lathe 
for  making  spinning-wheels,  and  the 
maker  of  coffins  which  "crumble  under 
foot  in  this  cemetery  with  the  dust  they 
once  Inclosed".  When  his  pastor  preach- 
ed his  funeral  sermon,  the  speaker  add- 
ed, "I  have  testimony  to  the  effe>ct  that 
It  could  be  heard  a  good  half  mile". 

■Sarah  was  "  a  good  mother  to  her  whole 
flock,"  ho  .said,  fdding  "Abraham  Lin- 
coln held  her  in  honor,  and  we  do  well  to 
lienor  her.  Though  pitied  for  marrying 
Thomas  I^incoln,  she  never  felt  the  need 
for  any  such  pity." 

"The  father  of  Thomas  IJnooln,  Abrfl- 
ham  Lincoln,  was  born  on  LlnvllI©  Creek, 
in  -what  Is  now  Rockingham  coimty.  Vir- 
einla,  January  6,  177S.      This  and  not 
the  date  sometimes  given  Is  correct.  Hli 
mother  was  not  Mary  Shipley,  but  Batli- 
shoha    Herring.       His   father   was  not 
married   twice  but   oni>-  once,   and  .she 
long  survived  lier  husband.      The  Mary 
Shipley  who  is  said  to  have  been  the 
inotlier  of  Thomas,  or  if  not  hie  mother 
his  father's  wife  bv  an  earlier  or  later 
marriage,   i.s  a   myth.      The  family  mi- 
grated to  Kentucky,  and  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  killed  by  the  Indian*,  not  where 
l^uiKviUe  stands,  nor  in  Hardin    nor  in 
Washington    county—  for   I    have  been 
nhow-n    four    different    places    where  ho 
riled  and   have  liar]   to  look'  up  the  real 
place-but   near   the   site    of     the  Lone- 
Run  Baptist  churc.i,  which  stands  on  land 
that  belonged  to  h;m,  in  .fefferson  coun- 
ty,   near    the    Shelby     county     line.  r 
think     his    body  lies  in  the  Tjjng  Run 
church  yard,   in  a  cemetery  not  unlike 
this  where  we  are  gathered,' and  is  quite 
possibly  under  the  building  it.self,  as  it 
now  stands. 

Died  in  1861 

"Thomas  Lincoln  was  the  youngest  of 
the  three  sons  of  this  pioneer.  The  date 
of  his  death  was  wrongly  given  on  the 
old  tombstone  that  stood  here.  He  died 
January  17,  18B1.  His  first  -prtfe.  Nancy 
HankK.  was  bom  in  "Virginia  about  1783 
or  1784.  Those  who  profess  to  give 
the  exact  date  of  her  birth  do  not  know. 
8l'e  v.'as  approa<.  hing  her  twenty- thir'l 
birthday  when,  on  June  12.  180«.  she  mar- 
ried Thomas  Lincc^n.  She  died  in  Sptn- 
cer  county.  Indiana,  October  6,  ISIS.  She 
wa.s  a  worthy  and  virtuous  woman,  and 
Lincoln  owed  much  to  her. 


"The  .second  wi'-e  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  I 
Sarah  Bush,  was  a  widow.      She  was  1 
I  born  In  Kentucky.  December  13.  1788.  She 
'  man  led.  iXlorch        1806,  Dtniel  Johnston,  j 

lallor  of  Hardin  county.      H<-  died  leaving 
I  hei-  three  children  and  a  large  nuiiibur  of  , 
j  debts.      .She  needtxl  a  home  and  a  bus-  i 
bund  just  as  Thomas  IJjioolii  needed  al 
j  home-maker  and  a    wife.      She    w;u)  a 
i?mid   niother   to  htr  own    children,  and 
to  Abratiam  Lincoln  and  hi.";  sister  .Sarah, 
and  to  Denni?  Hanks,  then  a  member  of 
the  famillj'  though  the  death  of  hU  own 

husband  Levi  Kali,  and  his  foster-par- 
I  ents,  Thomag  and  ElllBabeth  Sparrow. 
These  ai-e  the  correct  relationships  and 
names,  though  th«y  contradict  most  of 
the  literature  on  the  subject.  She  died, 
December  J.6,  1S69,  and  her  grave  has 
never  had  anry  m<irker  until  today.  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  l^eJd  her  in  honor,  and  we  do 
well  to  honor  her. 

"The  LAnjcoln  family  was  not  a  low- 
grade     family;   neither   was   it   of  dla- 
tingulsheid  lineage.     it  was  good,  average  j 
Amea-ioan    stock,    pure    Anglo-.Sa xon.    T  | 
do     not    find   any  Itner-marriages   that  I 
bring  In  oth'er  natioalitles;  neltiier  were  ' 
nnv  of  the  IJncolns  Quakers,  thougrh  they 
I  Ih  ed  for  a  time  pmong  Quakers.  They 
'were  Baptists  from  Vlrgmla  Into  Keji- 
tucky,  and  through  Indiana  into  Illinois 
"Thomas  Unooln  could  hang  a  door 
or  frame  window,  and  could  mortise  and' 
dovo-tall.      He  had  as  much  skill  as  he 
needed.      The  Lincolne  generally  had  a 
good     deal  of  »lilU  in  the  use  of  tools. 
I  hav«  an  account  book  of  his  nephew, 
the  younger  Mordecal  Lincoln  a  carpenter 
In  Hancock  county  and  a  contemporary 
of  Thomas.     Ho  charged  six  dollars  tor  a 
coffin  for  an  adult  and  three  do'lars  for 
a  child. 

"Thomas  and  Nancy  Lincoln  were  mem- 
bers of  the  IJttle  Mount  Baptist  church 
In  Hardin  county,  Kentucky.  He  took  hla 
letter  to  Indiana,  and  when  the  Baptist 
church  was  organized  on  Little  Pigeon 
Creek  he  joined  by  letter  and  aallle 
Bush  on  'experience'.  They  brought  their 
letters  with  them  to  Illinois,  but  there 
was  no  Baptist  chiiroh  at  hand,  and  they 
became  members  of  the  Di.sciplea  of 
Christ.  The  minister  of  that  church  In 
Charieston  preached  his  funeral  sermon. 

"I  have  the  record  of  Thoma.fi  Lincoln 
almost  from  his  cradle  to  his  grave.  He 
had  money  and  owned  live-stock  in  Ken- 
tucky. He  bought  at  auction  the  best 
cows,  as  Judged  by  the  prices,  and  he 
bought  knives  and  forks  and  bowls  and 
plates.  Najicy's  kitchen  was  adequately 
furnished.  When  she  needed  a  doctor 
she  had  one  and  Thomas  Lincoln  paid 
his  doctor  bills,  a  rather  rare  virtue.  He 
also  paid  his  taxes,  many  of  his  neighborg 
being  raanilarly  delinquent."  ; 


ABE'S  FOLKS 


Thl»  monumttnt  today  marks  tha  grave* 
of  Thomaa  and  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln, 
fathor  and  st6|>mother  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, In  th«  little  Qordon  Cem«tsry,  near 
Mrttoofv  'n.  It  was  erected  toy  th« 
Lions'  Cluba  of  Ittlnola. 


The  d.Hli:Cation  of  the  Lincoln  shaft 
in  .o'  Gordon  cemetery,  near  the 
Shiloh  church,  south  of  Charleston, 
Friday  afternoon  was  attended  by 'a 
large  number  of  Coles  county  and 
Illinois  citizens,  many  coming  quite 
a  distance  to  be  present  at  the  dedi- 
cation and  presentation  of  the  artistic 
shaft  of  grauiite 


to  the  memory  of 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  Sarah  Bush  Lin- 
coln. 

Early  Friday  moniiuR  the  business 
district  of  Charleston  -was  richly  deco- 
rated in  American  flags,  and  numer- 
ous autos  carrying  visitors  to  the 
Gordon  cemetery  arrived  in  Charles- 
ton. 

Many  members  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  Women's  Relief 
Corps,  Daughters  of  Veterans  and 
other  patriotic  and  civic  organiza- 
tions, accompanied  hy  numerous  citi- 
zens, motored  to  the  cemetery  to  wit- 
ness the  imposing  ceremonies. 

The  Lions  club  at  Mattoon  enter- 
tained 350  or  more  at  a  dinner  given 
at  the  Mattoon  Country  Club,  where 
a  short  program  of  talks  and  music 
was  given.  Short  addresses  were 
made  by  former  Governor  Lowdeu, 
Dr.  William  E.  Barton,  pastor  of  the 
Oak  Park  Congregational  church  of 
Chicago,  an  authority  on  Lincoln, 
Wayne  Townley  of  Bloomington,  gov- 
ernor of  the  Lions  club  of  llliiuois, 
and  others. 

Mattoon's  business  and  a  great  part 
of  the  residential  district  was  deco- 
rated in  the  national  colors,  and  many 
exhibits  of  Lincoln  relics  were  dis- 
played \n  the  show  windows  of  many 
of  the  business  houses. 

Following  the  dinner  at  the  Coun- 
try Club,  a  monster  parade  was 
formed  at  the  Mattoon  High  school 
at  2  o'clock,  and  led  by  the  Mattoon 
band,  the  parade  of  motor  cars  began 
wending  their  way  to  the  cemetery 
where  the  dedication  exercises  were 
held  during  the  afternoon. 

Many  auto  parties  arrived  there 
early  during  the  forenoon  and  enjoyed 
a  pi,cnic  dinner  before  the  opening  of 
the  program. 

The  dedication  program: 
America,  sung  by  the  school  children 

of  Lerna  and  Jauesville. 
Invocation  by  the  Reverend  Marion 

Hull  of  Mattoon. 
Remarks,  by  Wayne  C.  Townley  of 
Bloomington,  Governor  of  the  Lions' 
clubs  of  Illinois,  and  largely  respon- 
sible for  the  inauguration  of  the 
movement  which  led  to  the  erection 
of  the  monument. 
Music. 

Address,  by  Frank  O.  Lowden,  former 
governor  of  Illinois. 

Song,  Illinois,  by  the  Lerna  and  Jaues- 
ville school  children. 

Address,  by  Dr.  Wm.  E.  Barton,  pas- 
tor of  the  Oak  Park  Congregational 
church  and  recognized  as  an  au- 
thority on  the  life  and  paternity  of 
Abraham  Liincoln. 


Presentation  of  monument  to  memory 
of  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Sarah  Bush 
Lincoln  to  the  Liricoin  Memorial 
Association,  by  John  F.  Garner  of 
Quincy. 

Acceptance  of  monument,  hy  Mrs.  Su- 
san D.  Baker  in  behalf  of  the  Lin- 
coln Memorial  Association.  Mrs. 
Baker  has  liived  near  the  cemetery 
for  years  and  has  been  active  in  en- 
couraging, and  compelling,  a  larger 
degree  of  care  to  the  graves  of  the 
parents  of  Abraham  Lincoln  than 
they  would  have  receiv(>d  had  it  noi 
been  for  her  activities. 
Benediction,  by  Reverend  Reynolds 
of  Jauesville. 

Wayne  C.  Tovvnh^y,  governor  oC  I  he 
Illinois  Lions'  clubs,  while  on  a  speak- 
ing tour  in  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try, visited  the  Gordon  cenietery  to 
view  the  Lincoln  graves  and  then  and 
there  began  the  movement  to  erect 
a  suitable  marker  for  thei,r  graves, 
and  the  granite  shaft  dedicated  today 
shows  the  successful  termination  of 
his  efforts. 

The  marker  bears  the  inscription: 
"Lincoln — Thomas  and  Sarah  Bush 
Lincoln:    1778-1S51;  1788-18G9. 

"Father  and  stepmother  of  our  mar- 
tyred President. 

"Thei<r  humble  bat  worthy  home 
gave  to  the  world  Abraham  Lincoln." 

Ex-Governor  Lowden's  Speech 

Hx-Governor  Lowdeu  spoke  of  the 
many  myths  regarding  Lincoln  and 
his  ancentry  wliich  sprang  up  follow- 
ing his  martyrdom.  But  he  gave 
ciedit  to  Dr.  Barton  and  to  Miss  Ida 
M.  Tarbell  for  their  exhaustive  ef- 
forts toward  straightening  out  those 
questions  and  putting  the  truth  before 
the  American  people  regarding  the 
Lincoln  family.  And  today,  he  said, 
we  see  Thomas  Lincoln  not  as  a  so- 
called  "poor  white"  but  rather  as  a 
member  of  that  vanguard  of  hardy 
pioneers  which  builded  the  mighty 
states  west  of  the  Allegheny  moun- 
tains, and  the  Hanks  family  likewise 
is  seen  as  one  which  had  a  long  and 
honorable  record  in  the  pioneer  up- 
building. 

He  spoke  of  the  fact  that  where 
many  men  had  views  Lincoln  had 
convictions,  and  for  that  reason  Lin 


tude  to  God  for  the  preservation  of 
the  nation,  and  called  upon  the  people' 
to  humble  themselves  and  confess , 
their  national  sins,  and  to  pray  for; 
(leniency  and  forgiveness,  and  then| 
r.-.sf|  in  Ihi'  liope  authorized  by  the! 
(iivine  teachings  that  the  united  cry. 
the  nation  would  be  heard  on  high 


OL 

and  answered  with  the  blessings  of 
the  pardon  of  the  national  sins  and 
the  restoration  of  the  then  divided 
and-  suffering  country  to  its  former 
hapiiy  condition  of  unity  and  peace. 

"We  are  confronted  with  grave  and 
(ii-rpli-xihg  problems,"  Mr.  Lowden 
said  in  closing.  "Civilization  itself 
soems  to  be  hanging  in  the  balance. 
'!  lie  world  Is  drifting  whither  no  man 
Knows.  ll(uv  quickly  all  lliis  WduM  j 
change  if  Ihe-e  words  of  L  in  coin  | 
,  ould  enter  and  hold  the  heart  o£ 
the  world  in  these  troulilous  times. 

"Tho  cause  of  democracy  is  the 
cause  of  humanity.  Democracy  con- 
cerns itself  with  the  welfare  of  the 
average  man.  Lincoln  was  its  finest 
product.  In  life  he  was  its  noblest 
champion.  In  death  he  became  its 
saint.  His  tomb  is  now  its  shrine. 
His  country's  cause  for  which  he 
lived  and  died  has  now  become  the 
cause  of  all  the  world.  It  is  more 
than  half  a  century  since  his  country- 
men, with  reverent  hands,  bore  him 
to  his  grave.  And  still  his  pitiless 
logic  for  the  right,  his  serene  faith 
in  God  and  man,  are  the  sword  and 
shield  with  which  democracy,  human- 
ity and  righteousness  everywhere  op- 
pose their  foes." 

Dr.  Barton's  Speech 

Among  the  many  splendid  things 
Dr.  Barton  said  were  the  following: 

"We  have  assembled  to  pay  a  trib- 
ute of  honor  and  respect  to  the  mem- 
ory of  a  very  humble  man  and  woman. 
An  event  of  this  character  related  so 
intimately  to  the  life  of  Abraham  Lin- 
c'oln  cannot  occur  in  any  remotest 
spot  in  America  and  not  attract  the 
attention  of  the  wliole  country. 

"Lincoln  himself  has  visited  this 
spot.  Where  our  feet  are  standing 
his  feet  have  stood  and  with  like  rea- 
son that  here  he  might  honor  his  fa/' 
ther.  A  kindred  respect  for  his  f% 
ther,  then  dead,  and  for  his  step!-' 
mother,   then   living  three   ami  one 


coin  stood  out  as  a  man  who  answered  ,  half  miles  from  here  brought  Lincoln 
for  all  time  many  of  the  questions  of '  here  in  February,  1861,  in  order  that 


human  liberty  and  of  huiaau  rights 
I'hat  we  have  known  ever  since  Lin- 
coln's death  that  he  was  America's 
most  perfect  product,  but  it  was  not 
until  the  World  War  that  vq  realized 
what  he  meant  to  the  wlole  world, 
when  We  found  Lloyd  Geoige  in  Eng- 
uid  and  Clemenceau  in  Prance  g-iv 


before  he  left  for  his  inaugin-al 
President  he  might  pay  his  respect  to 
the  two  people  whose  dust  is  buried 
beneath  this  stone. 

"Thomas  Lincoln  was  born  on  Lin- 
ville  Creek,  in  that  part  of  Augusta 
which  is  now  Rockingham  County, 
Virginia,  January  6,  1778.    His  father. 


ing  expression  to  Lincoln's  words  that  Abraham,  was  a  captain  in  the  militia, 
gave  the  highest  inspiration  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  married,  not  Mary 
forces  fighting  the  battles  of  civiliza- 1  Shipley,  as  is  claimed  in  many  books, 
tiou.  I  but  Bathsheba  Herring,  the  marriage 

Mr.  Lowden  quoted  Linoiln's  Fast  license  bearing  date  of  June  9,  1770. 
Day  Proclaaiation  which  was  issued  and  but  once,  and  not  twice,  as  is 
in  the  dark.^st  days  of  the  Civil  War,  often  asserted,  and  his  widow  survival 
when  Lincoln  expressed  great  grati-  him  many  years.    The  family  migrat- 


ed  to  Kentucky  about  1782,  and  Abra- 
ham was  killed  by  Indians,  n,pt  ia 
1784,  as  is  usually  stated,  but  in  May,' 
178b'.  Thomas  Lincoln,  a  lad  of  eight, 
saw  his  father  murdered,  and  wit- 
nessed the  swift  revenge  of  his  elder 
brother,  Mordecai,  a  lad  of  fourteen, 
who  took  careful  aim  through  a  crack 
in  the  log  wall  of  the  cabin,  and 
shot  the  Indian  who  had  killed  his  fa- 
Uier. 

"Thomas  was  the  youngest  of  three 
swis  of  Abraham  alid  Bathsheba  Lin- 
coln, his  brothers  being  named  Mor- 
dec-ai  and  Josiah.  He  had  also  one 
oldier  sister  Mary,  and  a  sister  two 
years  younger  than  himself,  Nancy. 

"Thomas  Lincoln,  the  youngest  son  i 
of  tlie.3e  two  pioneers,  Abraham  and 
Bathsheba,  removed  from  Kentucky  to 
Indiana  in  the  autumn  of  1816,  and 
to  Macon  County,  Illinois,  in  the  spring 
of  l&'oO.  He  came  to  Goose  Nest  Prai- 
rie, iTiree  and  one-half  mile*  from 
Miis  spot,  in  1SC2,  and  livfd  therij  un- 
iii  his  death,  January  17,  ISfil. 

"His  first  wife  was  Nancy  Hanks, 
who  was  born  in  Virginia  about  1784, 
The  exact  date  of  her  birth   is  un- 
known, and  the  books  that  profess  to  | 
give  it  previously  base  their  declar-! 
ations  on  no  documentary  proof.   She  , 
was    approaching    her    twenty-third  | 
birthday  when,  on  June  18,  1806,  she  , 
married    Thomas    Lincoln.    She  was 
a  tall,  slender,  and  rather  frail  woman, 
of  dark  complex'ion,  and  a  high  fore- ! 
head.    From  her,  as  he  believed,  her, 
son  Abraham   inherited  some  of  his 
Ijeat  traits.    She  was  a  virtuous  and  | 
worthy  woman,  and  her  sou  honored  ; 

I  her  memory.    Shee  died  near  Gentry-  j 

'ville,  Indiana.  October  5,  1818,  at  the 
age  of  35.  Her  grave  is  worthily 
marked,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  park, 
owned  and  maintained  by  the  State 
of  Indiana. 

"Sarah  Bush,  a  daughter  of  Christo- 
pher Bush,  was  born  in  Hardin  Coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  Decemeber  lil,  1788. 
She  married,  March  13,  1806,  Daniel 
Johnston,  the  jailer  of  that  county. 
Her  first  husband  died  in  October, 
1818,  leaving  her    with    three  small 

.  children  and  a  very  heavy  indebted- 
ness. On  December  2,  1319,  she  mar- 
ried Thomas  Lincoln.  Her  posses- 
siouK  in  furniture  were  considered  as 
compared  with  his,  and  as  he  had 
journeyed  fl-om  Indiana  back  to  Ken- j 
tncky  on  horseback  to  court  ht>r,  he 
had  to  borrow  from  his  brother-in-law 
a  wagon  to  transport  her  and  her  be- 
longings, including  her  three  children, 
to  the  new  home  in  Indiana.  From  ' 
this  it  has  been  inferred  that  Thomas 
Lincoln  owned  no  horses  of  his  own 
at  the  time.  On  the  contrary,  he 
owned  horses,  one  or  more,  and  some- ' 

'  Limes  as  many  as  four  or  five,  from  [ 
the  time  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
pne   until   he   left   Kentucky.    More- ' 
<nd  I  have  this  story  direct  from 
Bu^ir^s  own  relatives,  she  wasj 
iiuwiliing  to  marry  and  leave  unpaid 
debts  behind  her,  and  Thomas  Lin- 
coln was  prepared  for  that  emergency,  ' 
and  paid   up  her  debts  before  their 
marriage.      She     has     been  greatly 
pitied  for  having  married  so  shiftless 
a  man  as  Thomas  Lincoln,  liut  that 

I  pity  has  been  wasted.    She  needed  a 
home  and  a  husband  quite  as  much  as' 
he  needed  a  wife,  and  his  two  children 
and  h:r  three  profited  equally  by  the 
marriage.     She    died    December  10, 

1 1869,  and  her  grave  has  never  been 

i  marked  until  this  day,  that  witnesses 
the  unveiling  of  a  suitable  monument 


10   tne   memory   ot   herself   and  her 
husband.  " 

"The  fam'ily  from  which  Thoma^ 
Lincoln  was  descended  was  a  thor- 
oughly respectable  family.  It  was  ol^'^ 
pure  English  descent,  and  came  tCn 
America  first  by  way  of  Massachii- 
setts.  iln  the  Revolutionary  War 
there  were  many  colonial  "soldiers 
named  Lincoln  from  Massachusetts 
and  a  very  few  from  any  other  state. 
Thomas  Lincoln  was  of  the  sixth  gen- 
eration in  descent  from  Samuel  Lin- 
coln, who  was  born  in  England  about 
1619  and  settled  at  Hingham,  Mass., 
before  1640.  Of  the  second  genera- 
lion,  Mordecai,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Martha  Lincoln,  of  Hingham,  Mass.. 
was  born  June  24,  1657,  and  died  at 
Scituatee,  Mass.,  Nov.  28,  1727.  In 
the  third  generation,  Mordecai,  son  of 
Mordecai  and  Sarah  (Jones)  Lincoln, 
was  born  at  Hingham,  April  24,  1686, 
and  died  at  Amity,  Pa.,  iVlav  12,  1737. 
In  (he  fourth  generation,  John,  son  of 
Mordecai  and  Hannah  (Sailer)  Lin- 
coln, was  born  at  Freehold,  New  Jer- 

■sey.  May  3,  1716,  and  died  at  Linville 
Creek,  Virginia,  in  November,  1788. 
In  the  fifth  generation,  Abraham,  son 
of  John  and  Rebecca  (Flowers)  Lin- 
coln, was  born  in  Berks  County.  Penn- 
sylvania, May  13,  1744;  married  Bath- 
sheba Herring,  remov(.'<l  to  Puocking- 
ham  (.bounty,  Virginia,  where  his  three  , 
sons  and  two  daughters  were  born.  ' 
He  migrated  to  Kentucky  in  1782, 
and  was  killed  there  by  Indian.;  in 
May,  1786.  This  is  a  line  of  pure  Eng- 
lish descent,-  and  it  is  not  known  that 
at  any  point  there  was  inter-marriage 
with  any  widely  divergent  strain.  All 

;  of  these  American  ancesters  of  Thom- 

:  as    Lincoln    could    read    and  write, 
and  so  could  he;  though  his  education' 
was  very  meager. 

"This  was  not  a  low-grade  family.; 
It  was  a  good,  avierage,  undistin-' 
guished    American   family.    The  Lin- 

'  coins  in  the  hills  of  Kentucky  were 
of  the  same  stock  as  the  Lincolns  in 
tne  Blue  Grass,  and  these  were  the 
same  in  lineage  as  those  in  Tennes- 1 
see  and  Virginia,  and  of  close  kin  to 
those  in  Pennsylvania  and  Massachu' 
setts. 


Tribute  is  Paid  Thomas 

Lincoln  and  Wife. 

Janes ville,  111.,    May    26.— Thomas 
Lincoln,  father  of  President  Lincoln, 
was  not  a   great  man,  but  he  was  a 
good  neighbor,  honest,  sober,  re^gious, 
truthful  and  paid  taxes,  said  Dr.  W.  E. 
Barton,  of   Oak   Park,   authority  on 
I  Lincoln,  whose     family    history  he 
j  traced  in  an  address  at  the  dedication 
j  today  of  a  monument  to  Thomas  Lin- 
:  coin  and  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln,  step- 
mother of  the  emancipator. 
A  letter    from  President  Coolidge 
I  was  read  at  the  ceremony  held  under 
the  auspices^of  the  Lions  Club  of  .Illi- 
nois, paying  tribute  to  the  virtues 
which    made  possible   the  boyhood 
home    of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Frank  O.  Lowden,  former  governor 
of  Illinois,  spoke  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln and  his  influence  on  the  nation 
and  the  world. 

Thomas  Lincoln  and  Sarah  Bush 
j  Lincoln  are  buried  in  the  old  Shiloh 
I  cemetery,  3  1-2  miles  from  their 
home  at  Goose  Nest  Prairie  [near 
Farmington.  Thomas'  grave  was  form- 
erly marked  by  a  monument,  but  it 
had  been  badly  chipped  and  defaced. 
His  wife's,  adjoining,  had  never  oeen 
marked. 

"The  world's  debt  to  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's mother,  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln," 
wrote  President  Coolidge,  "has  already 
been  acknowleged  in  the  appropriate 
monument  standing  in  the  midst  of  a 
,,a    beautiful    park    established  and 
maintained  by    Indiana.  It  is  fitting  | 
that  a  similar  expression  of  gratitude 
should  now  be  erected  in  honor  of  his 
second  mother,  Sarah  Lincoln,  and  of 
his  father,  Thomas  Lincoln.  Humble 
as  these  two  people  were,  their  virtues 
are  those  which  constitute  the  basis 
of  our  American  institutions.  They 
were  honest,  sober,  virtuous  and  kind 
of  heart.  The  education  which  .they 
lacked  they  encouraged  their    son  to 
to  secure  and   were  proud  when  he 
rose  to  a  position  which  they  could 
j  never  themselves  have  attained.  This 
1  is  the  spirit  of  true  parenthood,  sacri- 
j  ficial,  devoted  and  sincere."  J 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Lincoln  are 
former  residents  of  Elizabethtown. 


ANNOTHER  MEMORIAL  GRAVE 


Memorial  Day  was  appropriate- 
ly observed  at  the  Shilo-Gordon 
cemetery  southwest  of  Charleston 
Illinois,  in  honor  ot  Thomas  Lin- 
coin  and  Sarah  Lincoln,  step- 
mother of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Mrs.  EleanorGridley,  of  Chicago, 
author  of  a  late  volume  published 
on  the  life  of  Lincoln,  was  the 
principal  speaker.  The  service 
was  held  in  the  Shilo  church,  a 
beautiful  brick  structure  on  the 
cemetery  ground. 

Adolph  Sumerlin,  who  several 
generations  ago  lived  in  Shelby- 
ville  and  went  to  school  withlWeb 
Cook  and  William  Craig,  was 
present  at  the  meeting,  and  right- 
ly it  was  expected  of  him  to  be 
thereas  the  sponsor  of  the  Nation- 
al Lincoln  Memorial  Highway, 
connecting  all  major  Lincoln 
shrines  along  the  line  between 
Beardstown  and  a  point  opposite 
Vincennes,  Ind. 

A  resolution  introduced  by  the 
association  through  Homer  J. 
Tice,  chairman  of  the  house  ap- 
propriation committee,  asking  for 
a  survey  of,  and  the  erection  of 
suitable  markers  along  the  pro- 
posed road  has  been  passed  by 
the  state  legislature. 


Mvs.  Eleanor  Gridley,  5S-H  Har- 
per av.,  atiUior  of  "The  Story  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,"  left  today  for  : 
i\rut toon, _ 111.,  where  she  will  be  the 
guest  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Vdoliih  Suni- 
eiiin  who  have  taken  an  active  part 

in  the  movement    to    .secure  th.e   

Thomas  Lincoln  homestead.  To- i  Memorial  Day  address  at  Shilnh  ,  coln't.  father  and  stepmother 
morrow  IVtfSt— «Ttm^    will    give   a  I  Cemetery,  Jautsvllle,  111.,  where  Lin-  I  biarled.   -. 


AUTHORITY  0.1  LINCOLN 
SPEAKS  AT  SHILOH  GRAVE 


Monument  Erected  by  Illinois  Lions  Clubs 

Over  Graves  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  Parents 


--it'- 

U4      -  ■ 


I'LiNCOLN 


This  fine  granite  monument 
graves  of  Thomas  Lincoln  and  his 
Abraham  Lincoln.  The  Lincoln  si 
A  [  '"^"y  years  have  been  mark* 
Abraham  Lincoln,  had  erected, 
cemetery  to  make  way  for  the  i 
m  the  background  of  the  picture, 


ifo*^*?.^  ^-^         Lions  clubs    of   Illinois    over  the 
ah  Bush  Lincoln,  the    father    and    step-mother  of 
\mthe  Old  Gordon  cemetery  near  Janesville  and 
larble  shaft  which  Robert    T.    Lincoln,    a   son  of 
onument  has  been  moved  to  another  part  of  the 
nent  shown  above.    The  Shiloh  Church  is  shown 


iHii-Srrk   |Jirtorial.   3fpbruarg   12.  1925 


Guards  Grave  of  the  Lincolns 


ESSIE  BEAMS  In  Illinois  Central  Magazine,  February,  1927. 


The  growth  of  the  railroads  of  our  country  is  so  closely  interwoven 
with  the  growth  of  the  country  itself  that  it  is  impossible  to  separate  th< 
two.  Our  own  great  railroad  is  no  exception.  Most  of  the  territory  serv- 
ed by  the  I//inois  Central  System  is  rich  in  traditions  and  liistorical  lore 
Coles  county  and  Mason  county,  Illinois,  for  example,  served  by  the  Illi- 
nois Central  System  were  the  scenes  of  the  early  activities  of  one  of  the 

jgreastest  and  most  beloved  characters  in  our  history—Abraham  Lincoln— 

I  during  his  young  manhood,  when  he  studied  and  practiced  law  and  en- 
tered political  life. 

In  studying  the  lives  of  great  men,  it  is  fitting  for  a  moment  lo  con- 
sidev  their  parents  and  become  better  acquainted  with  them.    In  Shiioh 

j Cemetery,  near  Janesville,  111.,  about  eleven  miles  south  of  Mattocn,  in 
the  shadow  of  a  little  country  church,  are  buried  Thomas  and  Sarah 

j  Bush  Lincoln,  father  and  step-mother  of  the  martyred  president.  Then 
graves,  until  the  last  two  or  three  years,  were  practically  forgotten  ex- ! 
cept  by  a  faithful  few  living  in  that 
vicinity.    These  few  in  November, 


1922,  formed  the  Shiioh  Lincoln 
Memorial  Club  tocare  for  thegrayes. 
•VI rs  Susan  D.  Baker,  76  years  old, 
mother  of  our  local  surgeon  at  Mat- 
toon,  Dr.  J.  G.  Baker,  helped  to  or- 
ganize the  Memorial  Club  and  is 
now  its  president. 

Care  of  Cemtery  Her  Life  Work 

Born  and  reared  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  little  cemetery,  Mrs.  Baker 
has  for  years  taken  care  of  the 
graves  herself.  Her  life  work  is  to 
have  a  perpetual  care  fund  csiab- 
lished  or  to  have  the  place  made  a 
national  cemetery.  During  the  last 
few  years  she  has  been  able  to  see 
the  beginning  of  the  realization  of 
her  hopes. 

It  is  most  interesting  to  visit  the 
neat  little  white  farmhouse  at  Janes- 
ville where  Mrs.  Baker  lives  with 
her  daughter  and  son  in-law.  Sh«  is  a 
sweet-faced  little  old  lady,  whose  eyes 
are  now  dimmed  to  almost  total  blind- 
ness and  whose  body  is  frail,  but  whose 
spirit  remains  undaunted.  A  lire  of 
determination  still  burns  brightly  with- 
in her  to  work  on  the  last  for  her  cause- 

The  land  where  Shiioh  Cemetery  is 
now  located  was  entered  in  1830  by  a 
Mr  Summer  and  a  few  years  later  was 
bought  by  Isaac  W.  Rodgers,  father  of 
Mrs.  Baker,  who  in  turn  deeded  the 
land  over  to  three  trustees  to  be  used 
as  a  cemotery.  It  was  tnan  known  as 
the  Gordons  Cometery.  Later  on  a 
new  cemetery  was  started  at  Janesville 
and  was  also  called  Gordons;  so  the  old- 
er one  became  known  as  Shiioh,  after 


TiTe  cTiurch  neac  which  1 1  is" locaieo. 
Every  year  funds  were  obtained  by  sub- 
scription from  the  hard-wosking  farm- 
ers in  the  community  to  care  for  the 
cemetery,  but  every  year,  owing  to  the 
death  of  so  many  of  the  older  peopi*' 
the  fund  has  become  smaller  and  small- 
er. Outside  help  must  now  bo  depend- 
ed upon  to  care  for  it. 

In  188(3  a  monument  was  erected  by 
popular  subscription,  but  it  was  inscrib- 
ed with  the  name  of  Thomas  Lincoln 
only,  not  including  the  name  of  Mrs. 
Lineoln,  who  lay  beside  him.  This  omis 
sion  grieved  Mrs.  Baker  consideraly, 
and  rightly  so,  as  it  is  well  known  what 
a  tremendous  influence  Mrs. Lincoln  was 
in  the  Ufa  of  her  »tep-8on.  Moreover, 
the  monument  was  chipped  so  much  by 
souvenir  hunters  as  to  become  hopeless- 
ly defaced. 

New  Monument  Dedicated 

In  the  spring  of  19'.i3,  Wayne  C. Town- 
ley  of  Blaommgton,  111.,  district  gover- 
nor of  the  Lions'  Club  of  Illinois,  while 
visiting  the  Lions'  Club  of  Mattoon- 
paid  a  visit  to  the  cemettry  and  to  Mrs. 
Baker.  Wot  even  a  trail  was  marked 
at  this  time  to  guide  visitors  to  the 
spot.  The  matter  was  called  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Matt)on  Lions'  Club,  the 
members  of  which  immediately  became 
active.  The  trail  from  Mattoon  to  Shiioh 
Cemetery  was  marked  by  u^ing  an 
organe  circle,  in  which  were  printed  in 
dark  blue  the  letters  "T.  L  T. " 
(Thomas  Lincoln  Trail).  Also  $3,00u 
was  raised  by  the  Lion  of  thestate,  and 
a  suitable  monument  was  erected  anu 
dedicated  on  February  12,  1924.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  even  now  there  is  no 
I)aved  road  leading  to  this  spot,  not 
even  a  well  oiled  one,  so  that  in  the 
winter  it  is  almost  impossible  to  visit 
the  place. 

After  making  their  home  in  Ma?on 


I  County,  near  L>ecatur,  HI.,  the  Lincolns 
moved  in  1881  to  a  little  farm  two  miles 
southwest  of  Lerna,  III.  About  four 
years  later  they  moyed  to  a  place 
about  two  miles  east  of  Janesville, 
where  they  lived  until  the  death  of 
Thomas  Lincoln  in  January,  1851.  Mr. 
Lincoln  is  described  as  being  about  5 
feel  8  inches  tall,  weighing  about  IGO 
pounds.  He  wore  what  would  be  long 
hair  for  a  man  today  and  no  beard,  Mrs. 
Baker  declares  positively  that,  contrary 
to  the  general  ideal  of  him,  Thomas 
Lincoln  (or  "Uncle  Tommy,"  as  he 
was  called  by  his  neighbors)  was  a  good 
man,  well  liked  by  his  neighbors  and  a 
great  church  goer,  as  he  had  been  to 
her  father's  house  many  times  to  wor- 
ship. 

The  name  of  Shiioh  was  given  to  the 
little  church  community  in  18;i3,  prior 
to  the  coming  of  the  Linculns.  When 
the  community  was  organized,  in  Mr. 
tiodgers'  house,  the  members  had  no 
church  building  and  met  at  one  another's 
homes  and  in  the  summer  under  the 
trees.  As  was  then  usually  the  case, 
the  social  as  well  as  the  religious  life 
of  the  little  community  centered  around 
the  church.  In  1877  a  church  building 
was  put  up.  In  1921  the  present  church, 
a  brick  structure,  was  built,  but  the  old 
one  still  remains  standing. 

Mrs.  Baker  for  many  years  has  gath 
<»reddala  from  the  neighbors  and  others 
who  knew  the  Lincolns  personally,  h's 
jotteB  down  dates  and  has  kept  an  ac- 
count  of  the  information  she  has  bee" 
able  to  obtain.   She  also  has  bad  some 


interesting  experiences  of  her  own.  In 
speaking  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  shesays: 

Lincoln  was  Family  Lawyer 

"The  first  I  know  of  Abraham  Lineoln 
was  when  I  was  a  very  small  girl,  aboat 
six  years  old.  He  acted  as  my  father's 
lawyer.  Fathei'  owned  a  herd  of  horses 
which  strayed  a  considerable  distance 
from  home  and  met  another  herd  owned 
by  a  man  named  Steward.  When  the 
two  herds  parted  to  return  to  their  own 
homes,  one  colt  of  my  father's  went 
with  the  other  herd.  One  rt ason  I  can 
so  well  remember  the  incident  is  that  I 
was  particularly  interested  in  this  colt, 
as  it  was  the  only  one  we  had,  and  we 
felt  the  loss  very  much.  Father  adver- 
tised for  it  and  was  informed  that  the 
colt  was  with  Mr.  Steward's  herd. 
When  he  went  to  see  it  he  recognized 
it,  but  Mr.steward  declared  that  it  was 
one  of  his  own  and  that  he  would  not 
give  it  up.  He  was  probably  honest  in 
his  opinion,  as  he  had  not  seen  his  herd 
for  soma  time. 

"Anyway,  they  decided  to  have  a  law 
suit,  and  father  went  to  Charleston  (the 
county  seat)  and  hired  Abe  Lincoln, 
who  was  then  riding  circuit,  as  his  law- 
yer. Lincoln  told  him  to  tie  the  colt 
and  then  to  tie  its  mother  a  certian  dis- 
tance on  one  side  of  the  colt  and  tha 
mare  from  the  other  herd  an  equal  dis- 
tance on  the  other  side  of  the  colt 


When  untied,  Lincoln  said,  the  colt 
would  go  to  its  mother.  This  was  done. 
When  untied,  the  colt  played  around  a 
bit  and  then  made  straight  forits  right- 
ful mother.  This  eTidence  was  used  in 
court,  and  the  colt  was  awarded  to  my 
father.  ; 

"The  first  time  I  aaw  Abraham  Lin- 
coin  was  on  September  18,  l!-'58,  the  day 
of  the  Lincoln-Douglas  debate  at  Char- 
leston. Everyone  went  for  milea  around 
who  could  possibly  get  there,  and  ex- 
citement ran  high,  because  Abe  wai  a 
farm  boy,  he  was  known  to  many  in 
this  vicinity,  and  hie  parents  had  lived 
here  so  long.  We  went  in  our  epring 
wagon  with  the  delegation  from  Farm- 
ington.  In  this  delegation  was  a  large 
spring  wagon  which  the  farmers  in  the 
(fommunity  had  worked  long  and  hard 
canstructing  and  decorating  wiihred. 
whita  and  blue.  It  was  drawn  by  four 
horses  and  contained  a  group  ot  girls, 
my  sister  among  them,  all  weariJfg 
white  dresses  with  pink  caps  and  blue 
sashes.  The  girls  who  did  «ot  already 
own  white  dre*se3  made  them  for  the 
occasion. 

'  There  were  thrills  a  plenty  for  me 
that  day.  When  we  reached  the  old 
Kickapoo  bridge, we  met  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, who  came  down  with  the  INIattoon 
delegation.  He  was  riding  in  a  covered 
buggy,  which  wae  in  itself  an  unusual 
sight  at  that  time.  We  all  stopped, 
Lincoln's  buggy  right  next  to  our  wagon 
and  Lincoln  stepped  out  on  the  step  of 
the  buggy,  so  close  to  me  I  could  have 
touched  him,  and  said,  refening  t©  the 
I  wagon  load  of  girls: 

"  'Gentlemen,  I  thank  you  for  this 
basket  of  flower*.'  I  remember  him 
well;  he  Was  tall  and  wore  a  lar«e 
beaver  bat. 

"We  went  on  to  Charleston.  Lincoln 
stopped  in  front  of  a  house  there,  and 
a  little  old  lady  wearing  a  blaek  cape 
stepped  out,  threw  her  arms  around  him 
and  said,  'Ob,  Abe,  I  always  knew  you 
would  get  to  be  president,'  This  was 
Sarah  Bush  Lineoln,  and  sure  enough 
in  two  years  her  prediction  came  true. 
All  these  things  remain  so  clear  and 
vivid  in  my  mind  that  it  has  always 
seemed  to  me  God  had  a  work  for  me 
to  do. 

"The  next  time  I  saw  Lincoln  he 
came  to  my  father's  house  in  February. 
1861,  before  he  was  inaugurated,  and 
asked  my  father  to  go  with  him  to  see 
his  fathers's  grave.  They  went  over  to 
the  old  cemetery,  where  Lincoln  stood 
by  his  father's  grave  and  wept,  saying 
that  the  country  was  approaching  a  cri- 
tical time  and  that  he  neyer  expected 
to  get  back  here  again— and  he  neyer 
did. 


Unmarked  Graves 

"There  was  no  marker  at  the  grave, 
and  they  took  a  board  and  carved  the 
initials  'T.  L.'  on  it  and  placed  it  at  tlie 
head,  and  the  Piesident-elect  asked  my 
father  to  look  after  thh  grave  for  him. 
Some  say  there  never  was  a  maker  there 
but  I  know  there  was.  They  placed  it 
there  that  day,  and  it  remained  there 
for  several  years,  us  I  i>aw  it  myself 
many  times,  They  talked  a  long  lime, 
my  father  telling  him  that  he  hoped  he 
would  get  along  better  in  the  future 
than  he  had  in  the  past  and  that  he 
would  be  able  to  keep  his  head  above 
water  (having  reference  lo  the  story 
that  Lincoln  was  almost  drowned  when 
a  child,  being  rescued  by  his  cousin.) 
When  father  told  us  what  he  had  said, 
my  mother  was  scandalized  that  be 
should  have  talked  to  a  President  elect 
in  such  a  manner  and  took  him  to  task 
for  it.  Even  though  my  father  Was 
only  a  year  old  than  Abe  Lincoln,  the 
latter  called  him  "Uncle  Ike." 


PAH£KTS 


Graves  of  Lincolns  to  Be  Properly  Marked 


AFTER  more  than  sixty  years 
of  neglect  which  is  a  re- 
proach to  the  people  of  Illinois 
and  of  the  United  States,  a  suit- 
able monument  is  to  mark  the 
graves  of  the  father  and  step- 
mother of  Abraham  Lincoln.  The 
Lions  Clubs  of  Illinois  are  doing 
the  work.  They  have  ordered  a 
stone,  costly  enough,  but  as  strik- 
ingly  simple  as  Abraham  Lincoln 
himself  could  have  wished,  and  it 
will  be  placed  above  their  last 
resting  ])lace  near  Jancsville,  111. 

The  inscription  is  as  simple  and 
straightforward  as  the  lives  of  the 
Lincolns  themselves.  It  says: 

LINCOLN 

Thomas  and  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln 
1778-1851  1788-1869 
Fatlier  and  stepmother  oi  our 
martyred  president. 
Their  humble  but  worthy  home  gave 
to  tlie  world 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

At  the  bottom  of  the  shaft,  in 
small  type,  are  the  words,  "Erect- 
ed by '  the  Lions  Clubs  of  tlie 
State  of  Illinois." 

Not  only  has  the  money  been 
raised  by  Lions  and  the  monu- 
ment ordered  and  plans  laid  by 
the  iJons  for  proper  ccrtinonies 
when  it  is  finally  in  place,  but  the 
whole  idea  had  its  origin  in  the 
brain  of  a  Lion,  District  Governor 
Wayne  C.  Townley  of  Blooming- 
ton.  One  of  the  things  for  which 
Lions  stand  most  firmly  is  love  of 
country  and  due  honor  to  all  who 
have  served  the  country.  So  it 
had  only  to  be  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  District  Governor 
Townley  that  the  burial  place  of 
the  Lincolns  was  neglected.  He 
took  instant  and  characteristic  ac- 
tion. When  asked  how  he  hap- 
pened to  take  up  the  work  of  get- 
ting proper  attention  paid  to  the 
graves  he  replied : 

"I  happened  to  be  delivering  an 
address  at  Charleston,  111.,  on 
Memorial  day,  and  of  course  the 
name  of  Lincoln  was  prominent 
in  wliat  I  had  to  say. 

"After  the  meeting  was  over 
•  some  one  came  to  me  and  asked 
if  I  knew  that  the  father  and  step- 
mother of  Abraham  Lincoln  lay 
buried  only  about  twenty  miles 
from  that  spot,  and  that  their 
graves  were  neglected  by  the 
state,  and  one  of  them  with  not 
even  a  headstone. 

"I  certainly  had  not  known  any 


such  thing  before.  I  could  not  go 
that  day  to  see  for  myself  the  con- 
dition of  the  graves,  but  as  soon 
as'  I  could  get  away  from  Bloom- 
ington  again  I  made  a  special  trip 
to  Janesville  and  visited  the  old 
cemetery. 

"Over  one  grave  was  a  stone, 
mutilated  and  chipped  by  relic 
hunters  until  it  was  in  a  distress- 
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Sloiic  LKihich  Lions  Clubs  of  Uluioi.s 
ai  c  erecting  over  graves  of  I  incoln's 
parents. 

ing  condition.  Over  the  other 
grave  there  was  not  even  a  head- 
stone— nothing  but  a  rough  rock 
at  the  foot — evidently  brought 
from  some  field  near  by. 

"Lincoln  himself  went  to  visit 
the  grave  of  his  father  a  few  days 
before  he  went  to  Washington  to 
become  president,  and  he  then  in- 
structed Dennis  Hanks  to  'see 
that  the  place  was  cared  for.' 
While  Mrs.  Lincoln  lived  the 
gra\'e  of  the  father  was  kept  in 
good  condition;  but  after  her 
death  the  place  was  gradually 
neglected. 

"When  I  looked  on  those 
neglected  graves,  and  thought 
what  a  man  that  couple  had 
trained  and  given  to  the  world,  I 
determined  to  ask  the  Lions  to 
give  them  the  honor  which  is 
their  due.  And  the  Lions  have 
done  it." 

It  took  the  teamwork  of  the 
Lions  to  get  it  done.  A  number 
of  patriotic  Americans  living  near 
by  have  for  years  tried  to  get  ac- 
tion by  the  state,  but  politics  al- 
ways blocked  them.  Mrs.  Susan 
B.  Baker  especially  worked  hard 
for   suitable  recognition    of  the 


Lincolns.  r)ther  states  c\'cn  of- 
fered to  put  up  a  memorial,  but 
the  trustees  of  the  cemetery  re- 
fused their  offers. 

Now  the  Lions  of  Illinois  have 
erased  the  stain  from  the  name  of 
the  state.  The  stone  will  be  for- 
mally dedicated  early  in  the 
spring. 
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*  — —  I 

Madison,  Wis,,  21  February,  1929. 
Mr.  Adolf  Sumerlin,  Lerna.Ill. — You  are  granted  permissiou  to  reprint  my 
artiele  from  the  February  issue  of  La  FoUelte's  on  "Lincoln  Visits  the  Home 
Folks." 

My  reason  fur  copyrighting  the  article  was  because  it  is  t<>ui)pear  in  a  book 
I  have  just  finished  on  Lincoln.  But  the  people  of  your  vicinity  are  engaged 
in  a  Llneolu  project  which  has  my  heart  and  Sbul  endorsement.  For  this  rea- 
soa  I  am  releasing  the  article  to  you  for  immediate  publication. 

My  tour  to  Lorna  and  the  Shiloh  Church  vicinity  will  never  be  forgotten 
and  if  others  can  be  inspired  by  my  article  to  go  there  for  a  visit  my  efforts  in 
writing  it  will  be  more  than  compensated.  ! 

Please  keep  me  in  touch  with  any  new  deyelopments.  ! 

Very  truly  yours,  , 

FRED  L.  HOLMES.  Managing  Editor. 
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The  Log  Cabin  ia  which  Thomas  Lincoln  died  in  1851. 


During  the  fall  of  1928,  accompanied 
by  Henry  A  Huber,  lieutenant  governor 
of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  lIolmeH  made  an  auto- 
mobile trip  through  the  Lincoln  countryj 
visiting  places  associsted  with  thelllinoisj 
life  of  the  great  president.  Among  the 
places  that  impressed  both  were  the 
rural  home  scenes  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  fath- 
er and  stepmother,  south  of  Mattoon, 
near  Lerna  Illinois.  After  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  elected  president,  when  office- seek 
ers  and  the  approaching  problems  beset 
him  at  eyery  turn,  he  broke  away  and 
traveled  unattended  back  to  the  old  farm 
to  spend  a  few  days  with  his  stepmoth- 
er. The  information  gathered  in  the 
community,  much  of  it  never  before 
published,  makes  Mr.  Holmes'  prticle  a 
contribution  to  Lin«oln  literature— 
EDITOR'S  NOTE. 

Twelve  miles  south  of  Mattoon, 
Illinois,  in  the  old  Gordon  Cemetery- 
near  Shiloh  church,  are  the  graves 
of  a  meek  man  and  woman  — a  fath- 
er and  stepmother.  Over  thetn  rises 
an  unpolished  granite  block  wi)ich 
bears  the  single  eulogft-:—  I 


"Their  liumble  but  worthy  home  gave 
Abraham  Lincoln  to  the  wor'ld." 

From  a  pilgrimage  there  I  believe 
one  may  learn  more  of  the  innate 
kindness  of  their  son  than  could  be 
gained  by  hours  of  reading.  To  this 
spot  came  Abraham  Lincoln  on  his 
last  trip  into  the  country  before  he 
journeyed  to  Washington  to  take  the 
oath  asPresident  of  theUnited  States. 
His  father  had  been  dead  ten  years, 
but  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln  at  73  wel- 
comed her  stepchild  to  her  two-room 
log  cabin  with  a  love  known  only  to 
mothers.  When  he  went  away  he 
was  never  to  return. 
Remembered  His  Stepmother. 

The  tour  of  this  secluded  country 
teems  with  an  obsorbing  interest  to 
one  familiar  with  Lincoln's  life.  His 
thoughts  were  here  more  often  than 
his  feet  trod  their  fields,  flere  are 
glimpsed  vistas  little  known  to  liis- 
torians.  The  zealous  protection  Lin- 


coin  gave  to  his  stepmother  natural- 
ly enhances  one's  admitation  of  him 
illumJnating  the  weed-fringed  road- 
side which  passes  her  now  obliterat- 
ed home.  Rise  as  he  did  in  power 
and  influence  to  a  pinnacle  the  home 
folk  could  not  comprehend, he  never- 
thelessdid  not  forget  them.  Even  in 
the  hour  of  his  greatest  succes  his 
thoughts  turned  to  the  foster  moth- 
er with  white  hair  in  the  log  cabin 
near  Farmington.  It  was  the  little 
things  he  did  that  helps  to  make  his 
memory  imperishable. 

This  last  visit  was  the  culmination  of 
a  number  of  efforts  which  Abraham 
Lincoln  had  made  to  improve  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  family.  They  were  a 
restless  people,  hoping  with  each  turn 
of  circumstance  would  come  ease  and 
prosperity.  Within  a  year  after  their 
lirst  Illinois  settlement,  near  Decatur, 
in  1830,  they  had.moved  sixty  miles  away 
into  Coles  county,  to  a  farm  near  the 
present  village  of  Lerna,  south  of  Mat- 
toon  and  Charleston.  It  was  to  this 
homestead  that  Lincoln  returned  follow- 
ing his  flatboat  trip  to  New  Orleans  in 
1831  before  going  to  New  Salem  to  be- 
come a  store  clerk. In  a  few  years  anoth- 
ermove  was  made  within  thecommunity 
and  finally  to  the  acres  near  Farming- 
ton,  a  crossroads  hamlet  where  his 
father  lived  until  his  death  in  1851. 

Never  Forgot  Old  Folk, 
Many  were  the  timea  when  the  atten- 
tions of  Mr.  Lincoln  were  turned  to  a 
remembrance  of  home  folk.  On  one 
occasion  William  G.  Greene,  his  New 
Salem  chum,  was  going  to  Kt-ntucky  for 
a  visit,  and  Lincoln  induced  him  to  carry 
a  letter  to  his  parents,  suggesting  that 
it  would  be  a  good  place  to  spend  the 
night. 

"You're  welcome,  heartily  welcome," 
said  Thomas  Lincoln,  when  told  he  came 
bearing  a  message  from  his  sou.  ''I 
s'pose  Abe's  still  a  foolin' hisself  with 
eddication.    I  tried  to  stop  it,  but  he's 
j  got  that  fool  idee  in  his  head  an'  it  can't 
!  be  got  out.    Now  1  hain't  got  no  eddi 
I  cation,  but  I  get  along  better  than  ef  i 
had.  " 

The  family  gave  him  .fnatiy  worries. 
1  When  John  D.  Jotinstop,  his  stepbroth- 
er, who  lived  with  the  old  folks,  at-! 
tempted  to  borrow  $80,  i  mcoln  advised 
him  to  go  to  work  and  t.oat  for  every 
dollar  he  earned  Lincoln  would  give  him 
another  dollar.  He  attempted  to  stir 
him  to  ambition. 

"Let  father  and  the  boys  take  charge 
of  things  at  home,"  he  wrote  Johnston. 
"Prepare  for  a  crop  and  m.ake  a  crop; 
and  you  go  to  work  for  the  best  money 
wages— or  in  discharge  of  any  debt — 
that  you  can  get;  and  to  secure  you  a 
fair  reward  for  your  labor,  J  now  prom- 
ise you  that  for  every  dollar  you  wiU, 
between  this  and  the  hfst  of  next  May, 
get  for  your  labor,  either  as  money  or 
discharging  jourown  indebtedness,  I 
will  give  you  one  other  dollar.  By  this, 
if  you  hire  yourself  at  ten  dollars  a 
month,  from  me  you  will  get  ten  more, 
makifrg  twenty  dollars  amonth  for  your 
work  In  this  I  do  not  mean  vou  should 
go  off  to  St.  Louis,  or  the  lead  mines,  or 


the  gold  mineaof  California,  but  I  mean  ,,,3^3  companionship.  There  in  a  prairie 
for  you  to  Ko  at  it  for  the  best  wages     j^^Ub  anj  stream  and  pasture  hillsides 


you  can  ^et  close  to  home  in  Coles  coun 
ty." 

Father  Asked  For  Little 


will  find  a  contentment,  the  quiet  of 
sublime  understanding.    Samehow  one 
feels  as  he  walks  amonj?  them  that  he 
,    .  is  very  near  to  the  Heart  of  Lincoln  and 

No  such  appeals  to  ambition  were  people. 


Way  Should  be  Marked 

Even  with  the  improvements  of  rural 


made  to  his  father.  Age  seems  to  have 
made  him  more  contented.  Thomas 
Lincoln  worked  as  a  farmer  and  carpen- 
ter to  the  end.  Recollections  among  highways  it  is  still  a  difficult  undertak- 
the  people  on  Goose  Neck  Prairie,  where  ing  to  reach  the  country.  I  lost  the  way 
he  lived  the  last  twenty  years  Of  his  several  times.  Attempts  to  mark  the 
life,  speak  of  him  as  a  "good  neighbor."  ^oute  in  recent  years  have  not  been  en- 
He  was  not  brilliant,  but  be  was  kind;  gucceBsful.  There  are  too  many 
he  was  not  ambitious,  neither  was  he        ^         to  lead  one  astray.    It  was 

azy.  Physical  y  shortand  stout,  he  was    "      rT».   „f  looo       tu^  onr, 

1         •         J  u    i.i,         I.-    1    i  11   not  until  the  spring  of  la^o,  at  the  sug- 
always  in  good  health  until  his  last  ill-i       "       ;  ur„        ^.,^,,1^^  «i<^.^,« 
.•  u                  u-     1        •         erestion  of  Wayne  lownley  01  tsloom- 
ness,  which  came  upon  him  late  in  thei :      "    I  ,  1*  »u„  r  •■„„, 


w  f  '"Sington,  district  governor  of  the  Lions 

Word  was  sent  to  his  so.^  ^^^^       ^^h^  3,,^  ^ 


fall  of  1850 

advising  him  of  his  serious  condition.  A 
few  days  before  his  death  there  camt 
a  letter  from  Abraham  so  filed  with  re 
ligious  piety  that  one  who  could  call  hin; 
an  atheist  must  convict  him  of  being  s 
hypocrite : 

"I  sincerely  hope  father  may  recovei 
his  health;  but  at  all  events  tell  him  tc 
remember  to  call  upon  and  confide  ir 
our  great  and  merciful  Maker,  who  wii 
not  turn  away  from  him  in  apy  extremi 
ty.  He  notes  the  fall  of  the  sparrow 
and  numbwrfi  of  the  hairs  of  our  heads, 
and  he  will  not  forget  the  dying  mar 
who  puts  his  trust  in  Him.  Say  to  him 
thai,  if  we  could  meet  now,  it  is  doubt 
ful  whether  it  would  be  more  painful 
than  pleasant  but  if  it  is  hi.s  lot  to  go 


year  later  through  the  combined  efiorts 
of  Lions  Clubs  all  over  Illinois  that  a 
mouiiment  was  raised  over  the  graves. 
There  was  a  monument  on  the  lot  erect- 
ed many  years  before  by  Robert  T.  Lin- 
coln, a  grandson,  but  souvenir  hunters 
had  chipped  away  its  corners  and  a  part 
of  the  surface.  This  has  been  moved 
to  the  entrance  of  the  cemetery. 

In  co-operation  with  state  highway 
f'tiicials,  it  is  planned  ultimately  to  de- 
velop the  Thomas  Lincoln  Trail,  mark- 
ed by  an  orange  circle  in  which  are  writ- 
ten "T.  L.  T.,"  so  that  starting  at  Mat- 
toon  it  will  pass  by  Buck's  Grove,  where 
Thomas  Lincoln  in  1831  built  his  first 
log  cabin  in  Pleasant  Grove  township; 


now,  he  willaoon  have  a  joyfui  meeting  through  the  village  of  Lerna,  where 
with  loved  ones  gone  before,  and  where  one-ha^f  nule  south  are  the  foundation 
the  rest  of  us,  through  the  mercy  of '"^'-•K^  w^'^h  bu.lt  his  second  log 
God,  hope  ere  long  to  join  them."  ^^'1""  1834,  along  the  road  by  Sh.loh 
'      *^  fa     J  Opmetery,  where  Ttiomas  Lincoln  and 

Saves  the  Home  Property      Sarah  Bush  Lincoln  are  buried,  and  two 
,    ^.  ,.u  I     n  i:  ,1     .  miles  futher  southeastward  to  the  Lin- 

In  the  year  that  followed  his  father  s^^,^  ^^^^^  ^^^g^g  the  father  and  step- 
death  it  was  the  courage  of  Atir^iham  mother  of  the  presidentdied.  Thethree 
Lincoln  that  sayed  his  stepmother's  Lincoln  cabins  in  the  neighborhobd  dis- 
pr<>perty  from  being  dissipated.  HersPP^ared  long  agd.  ^^ature  has  again 
\.  ,  n  .u  -f  -IK  draped  these  sacred  sites  with  yine  and 
son  wanted  to  sell  the  farm,  including  ^^i^^.  ^j^^j^  history  is  as  a  tale, 
her  dower  interestp.    He  dretmfd  of  c-      i  1  ^ 

moving  to  Missouri  and  with  the  money          Home  Site  Is  Marked 
f  roni  the  sale  begin  all  over.  Mr.  Lincoln    .^.raveling  eastward  from  the  cemetery 
wrote  from  Springfield,  l\ovtniL)er  25,  &  ,  .    ,     ,  j  • 

1851.  to  John  D.  Johnston:  one  mile,  the  road  forks  left  and  right 

"She  now  has  the  use  of  the  whole  into  what  is  know  as  the  Charleston- 
east  forty,  as  long  as  she  lives,  and  if  it  Q^eenup  highway,  Over  which  Lincoln 
be  sold  she  is  entitled  to  the  interest  on  ^  ^-^e  left  turn  northward  takes 

all  of  the  money  it  brings  as  long  as  she  ^  ,  li^ 

lives;but  you  propose  to  sell  it  for  three  one  to  Charleston  through  Farmmgton. 
hundred  dollars,  take  one  hundred  away  To  the  east,  along  the  road  leading  sou  h 
with  you,  and  leave  her  two  hundred  at  lee^  than  a  mile  is  the  Thomas  Lincoln 
8  per  cent,  making  her  the  enormous  homestead  of  one  hundred  twenty 
sum  of  sixteen  dollars  a  year!  Now  if  acres.-a  rectangular  held  e  Rhty  rods 
you  are  satisfied  in  treating  her  that  r.orth  and  south  and  two  hundred  forty 
way,  I  am  not.  It  is  true  that  you  are  r-ods  east  and  west.  The  D.  A  K.  ot 
to  have  the  forty  for  two  hundred  dol-  Charleston  has  placed  a  descriptive 
lars  at  Mother's  death;  but  you  are  not  tablet  beside  the  highway  near  the 
to  have  it  before.  I  am  confident  that  farm's  northwestein  corner, 
the  land  can  be  made  to  produce  for  Sooa  I  began  to  observe  homelj 
mother  at  least  thirty  dollars  a  year,  thinKS--tences  and  crops  that  mu^t  give 
and  Icannot,  toobligeany  living  Personsatiston  to  a  lan^lowner.^  Jhe^cou^^^^ 
consent  that  she  shall  be  put  on  anf'  V  was  roilintj . 
allowance  of  sixteen  dollars  a  year 


We  walked  up  the 
long  southern  margin  of  the  field  charm- 
.  .        ...  .V,  ed  "with  lands  open  and  productive. 

buch  a  dotermined  attitu(|e  hi;ld  th£r[.|jj^,,.g  ^^^^  ^  music  in  earth  and  sun- 
Lincoln  farm  intact.  It -was  to  this^j^jj^^  ^^j^t  ^^^3  soft  and  insistent.  I  re- 
place that  the  president-electlatercame^,,^!]  th;it  the  air  had  its  own  penetrat- 


ing odor,  perfumes  of  grass  and  corn. 


on  his  final  visit.    All  witnesses  of  the 

event  are  now  gone, but  trefes  and  shrubs  j'jj''^^y~",.'j^J^l,le  vye  passed  a  deserted 
cared  for  by  the  family  speak  in  noble  j^^j.^^^  home, brown  and  weather  beaten, 
eloquence  of  home  frugality.  If  you  rp^^,^-,  i.^yiQcs  cross  the  Lincoln  acres, 
really  want  to  know  the  simplicity  of  ^-^^^l.j^,,aple,^si^)gslli^t  in  the  landscape. 
Abraham  Lincoln, if  you  desire  to  mingle  rj-j_|j,j.g  ^,.g  trees.     Shrubs  grow 

with  the  people  he  understood  and  lov-  ground  the  cabin  site  from  which  we 
ed,  then  visit  as  I  did,  the  Shiloh  coun-  viewed  level  vistas  under  cultivation, 
try  churchyard  two  miles  from  the  old  -j-j^^  |Jl^g  skyline  of  the  afternoon  melts 
home,  on  a  bright  Sunday  afternoon,  j^^to  a  yellow  horizon— a  typical  agri- 
There  in  the  shadows  of  the  red  brick  ^yij^-yi  landscape.  Examing  the 
church  gather  the  gentle  country  folk  jri-onnd  we  found  earth-scarred  mark- 
to  speak  in  tenderness  and  love  of  their  j^^^g  (jf  the  cabiu  foundation  nearly 
departed.  There  they  stand  on  ground  j^^^^j^g  j-Q^ts  back  from  the  roadwav. 
where  Lincoln  stood.  There  they  linger -pije  aoil  pressed  mellow  underfoot 
about  the  tombs  with  a  freedom  of  inti-  which  1  thought  was  signigcant  of  its 


fecundity.  Maybe  I  am  overglorifying 
this  country,  but  I  liked  its  lands,  its 
vertlaut  pastures  and  its  grojving  crops. 

"Who  owns  the  Lincoln  farm  uowV" 
I  inquired  of  a  neighbor. 

"There  are  three  owners,"  he  re- 
siJonded.  I  sensed  in  his  exultant  tone 
that  he  was  one  of  them. 

To  Restore  Log  Cabin 

"The  Chamber  of  Commerce  ofChar- 
leston  and  Mattoon  has  purchased  one 
parcel;  William  Phijjps  a  second,  but 
the  eighteen  acres  where  the  log  cabin 
stood  is  owned  by  John  Martin  of  Sul- 
livan, Illinois.  The  Shiloh  Lincoln 
Memorial  Club  (jf  Janesville  has  plans 
foi-  purcbase  of  the  Martin  property 
with  a  view  of  transforming  it  into  a 
public  ])ark  in  which  on  the  Original 
spot  will  be  erected  a  replica  of  the 
Lincoln  log  cabin  as  it  appeared  when 
Mr.  Lincoln  came  for  his  visit." 

As  I  toured  along  these  roads  away 
from  the  noise  of  railroad  and  cily,  I 
thouf^bt,  of  thcLincoli)  family  and  their 
deserted  farms  and  I  pitied  them  with 
a  sad  heart.  They  had  claimed  the 
land,  toiled  hard  for  a  living,  but  bow 
little  uf  their  story  is  remembered! 
There  is  not  even  a  picture  of  Thomas 
Lincoln, and  only  one  of  the  step-moth- 
ei-. 

One  other  scene  is  etched  like  a  pag- 
eant of  triumph  in  the  story  of  this 
cdiiimon  country- side.  Can  you  see  the 
thouglitful,  melancholy  Lincoln, before 
he  takes  the  helm  of  government,  as 
lie  comes  here  on  a  visit?  Can  you  pic- 
ture the  vTords  of  comfort,  the  inward, 
downcast  feelings  thai  must  have  swept 
liim  as  he  measured  their  uneventful 
liycsT  Maybe  it  was  these  scenes  that 
later  lose  in  memory  to  give  courage  to 
a  harassed  soul. 

Joe  Cannon  Met  Lincoln 

Anyway,  as  the  time  for  his  depar- 
tuje  for  Washington  iieareil,  Abraham 
Lincoln  became  more  anxious  to  see 
his  stepmother  and  her  daughters.  Ac- 
companied part  of  the  way  by  Heni-yC 
Whitney,  an    old-timo  circuit-riding 
friend,  they  took  the  train  at  Spring- 
field on  February  1st,  for  Tolono  where 
a  change  was  made  to  reach  Mattoon 
and  another  change    for  Charleston. 
Short  as  the  di.btance  now  seems, it  was  ! 
a  trip  that  then  requiretl  an  entire  dav. 
Throughout  the  route,  the  people  were 
anxi<jus  to  greet  the  president-elect  and 
be  had  littio  time  to  himself.  One  man 
lie  met  long  remembered  the  occassion. 
Joseph  G.  Cannon,  many  years  after 
speaker  of  theHousc  ofRepresuntatives 
then  a  young  lawyer,  has  recalled  the 
incident  with  great  satisfaction. 

"Already  there  were  threats  of  war» 
of  secession  and  of  assassination,  bu 
he  Was  the  same  cordial,  unassuming, 
seemingly  common-place  man."  remin- 
isced Mr.  Cannon.   "I  was  on  the  train 
going  from  Tuscola  to  Mattoon  and 
met  Mr.  Lincoln,  who  was  al*o  on  Ihel 
train,  going  to  Charleston  to  pay  a  visi- 
to  his  stepmother,  who  lived  at  Farm, 
ingtou,  a  few  miles  from  that  place. 
Ho  was  of  course  the  most  distinguish 
ed  man  on  tlie  train  and  was  constant 
ly  suriounded  by  people  who  wanted  to 
shake  hands  and  have  a  word  with  him.  j 
But  lui  was  Just  one  of  the  passengers  j 
in  thi!  day  CDach.  He  nad  no  bodyguard. 
I  exchanged  only  a  few  words  with 
him  because  everyone  was  so  anxious 
to  meet  him. " 

The  train  missed  connections  atMat- 
toon  and  Lincoln  nad  to  take  a  fi'eight 
to  Cliarleston,  where  ho  was  to  spend 
the  night  at  tlie  home  of  Colonel  A.  U. 
Clia)>man, who  was  mari  ied  to  a  daugh- 
ter of  Denni.s  Hanks. a  companion  from 

Vinv  ll /inrl          Awflitinrr     tl,.J     tfoin     Qt  the 


CLai'leston  depot  was  James  A.Connol- 
ly, for  many  years  after  a  practicing 
lawyer  at  Springfield. 

"When  the  train  finally  drew  in  and 
stopped,  the  locomotive  was  almost  op- 
posite the  station,  and  the  caboose,  or 
car  that  carried  the  passen^rers,  was 
some  distance  down  the  track, "related 
Mr.  Connolly  years  after.  "rrcsently 
lookinj,"-  in  that  direction  we  .saw  a  tall 
man,  wearing  a  coat  or  shawl,  descend 
from  the  steps  of  the  car  and  patiently 
make  bis  way  through  the  slush  and 
ice  beside  the  track  as  far  as  the  station 
platform.  1  think  he  wore  a  pluti  hat. 
I  lememher  I  was  surprised  that  a 
railioad  company,  with  so  distinguish- 
ed a  passen^-er  aboanl  its  train  as  the 
president-elect  of  the  United  Stateo' 
did  not  manifest  interest  enough  in  his 
die;nity  and  comfort  to  deliver  him  at 
the  station  instead  of  droppin;;-  him  otf 
in  the  mud  several  hundred  feet  down 
the  track." 

Carried  a  Carpet  Bag. 

After  shaking  hands  with  a  few  t  riends 
Mr.  Lincoln,  carrying-  his  well-worn 
carpet  bag,  left  for  the  home  of  Colon- 
el Chapman,  where  many  people  gath- 
ered that  evening  at  an  informal  recep- 
tion. The  next  morning  Lincoln  and 
Chapman  nut  into  a  two-horse  buggy 
and  drove  to  Farmington. 

There  is  no  one  to  tell  us  of  the  home 
reception  that  afternoon  in  February 
when  Abraham  Lincoln  came  back 
to  his  people.  From  the  doorway  of 
her  earth-colored  log  cabiU;  whose 
timbers  bore  the  distmct  mark  of  the 
adz,  the  anxious  mother  watched  him 
arrive.  In  the  gladness  ol  the  meeting 
there  must  have  been  tears.  As  inevi- 
table tragic  touch  is  always  present  in- 
such  a  reunion,  shadowed  by  the  mem 
ories  of  those  who  have  departed.They 
talked  into  the  night  of  things  known 
only  to  the  fireside.  Two  days  or  more 
were  spent  among'  the  neighbors.  Once 
hv  drove  to  the  home  of  Isaac  Rodgera 
and  asked  him  to  care  for  his  father's 
grave  during  his  absence.  For  more 
than  sixty  years  members  of  the  Rodg- 
ers  fanaily  discharged  this  eacred  duty 
until  in  1922  the  Shiloh  Lincoln  Mem- 
orial Club  of  Janesville  was  organized 
to  perpetuate  the  trust. 

''Lincoln  came  to  my  father's  house 
in  B'ebruary,  1861,  before  he  was  inaug- 
urated,and  asked  my  father  to  go  with 
him  to  his  father's  grave,"  recalled 
Mrs.  Susan  D.  Baker,  Mr.  Rodgiirs' 
daughter,  in  a  memoir  prepared  short- 
ly before  he  death  in  1027. 

"They  went  over  to  the  old  cemetery 
where  Lincoln  stood  by  his  father's 
grave  and  wept,  saying  that  the  coun- 
try was  approaching  a  critical  time  and 
that  he  never  expected  to  get  back  here 
again  and  he  never  did." 

Three  Friends  Remember 

Next  day  Mrs.  Lincoln  returned  with 
him  to  Charleston.  On  the  way  they 
stopped  at  a  little,  one-story  frame 
house  in  Farmingtou  for  dinner.  As 
the  years  rolled  by  this  building  has 
become  a  mecca,  recently  marked  by  a 
tableo.  It  appears  much  as  it  did  in 
Lincoln's  day. 

''There  are  three  men  still  living 
who  as  children  in  school  saw  Mr.  Lin- 
coln that  day,  R.  B.  Rodgers,  Janes- 
ville, the  secretary  of  the  Shiloh  Lin- 
coln Memorial  Club,  told  me.  "They 
are:  Thomas  ATuon,  Charleston;  John 
Best,  Janesville,  and  (ieorge  Baloh. 
Lerna,  all  liviug  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood." 


Mot  until  I  had  a  picture  of  these 
three  friends  of  Lincoln  taken  before 
the  Farmiugton  wayside  place  was  I 
content.  The  building,  with  its  narrow 
clapboards,  stubby  chimney  protruding 
above  the  ridgeboard,  low  roof,  and 
narrow  porch  seemed  so  fitting  a  land- 
mark to  Lincoln's  simplicity  that  1  felt 
happy  to  have  traveled  that  way.  The 
nearly  seventy  years  have  not  dimmed 
the  precious  recollections  of  these  three 
men,  who  as  school  boys  shook  hands 
with  the  president-elect  and  heard  his 
few  words  of  encouragement  before  he 
left  for  Charleston.  There  he  parted 
with  his  stepmother,  who  said  that 
something  told  her  they  would  never 
again  meet. 

"God  bless  you  and  keep  you,  my 
good  son,"  she  sobbed.  But  Lincoln's 
eyes  were  blurred  with  tears  and  his 
voice  toochoked  togive  further  answer. 
He  disappeared  down  the  street. 

Both  were  to  face  an  unvisioned 
Gethosmaue.  She  to  be  persecuted  in 
war  hatred  by  men  who  were  to  fail  in 
their  wicked  designs  to  convict  her  of 
a  thievery  which  might  dishonor  her 
son.  He  had  so  mauy  worries  that  ho 
never  learned  of  hers.  Four  years  went 
by  and  then  neighbors  came  and  told 
her  that  he  had  gone  the  way  to  mar- 
tyrdom. 


SIATE 10  PURCHASE 
P  LINCOLN  FARM 

Iijl' connection  with  the  trip  oi'  R.  L. 
Kuw/f^Ma  Benjainiii  Weir,  together 
with  representatives  from  tlie  Mattoon 
AssociaMon  of  Commerce,  to  jSjjring- 
field  on  Wednesday,  it  wfa-s  asqertain- 
ed  tliat  the  State  ot  Illinois  will  go 
right  througli  with  ths.purchase  oi  tlie 
west  68  acres  ot  the  Lincoln  larm 
south  of  Parmington.  ThtywMl"  IW""^et 
aside  for  park  purposes.  | 

This  68  acres  is  being  turned  over  to| 
the  state  at  the  average     price     of  | 
$137.50  per  acre.  The  18  acres  just  east! 
and  adjoining  the  68  a^res  is  held  by  aj 
Sullivan,  Illinois,  man 'who  is  asking  a! 
price  considerably  in  exccsi  of  what! 
the  authorities  feel  it  is  v/orth  and  of 
'  what  they  are  v/illjing  to  pay.  They 
1  are,  therefore,  going  to  institute  con- 
I  demnation  proceedings  and  it  is  ex- 
i  pccted  that  the  price    fixed    by  the 
!  court  will  flgui-e  somewhere    between ' 
.?100  per  acre  and  the  $137.50  at  winch! 
the  remainder  of  the  land  was  secured,] 
!  as  It  IS  considered  that  the  $137.50  fig- 1 
'  lire  is  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  pres- ' 
ont  actual  value  per  acre. 

This  insures  the  early  consummii.tion 
of  an  idpa  ,J4'fftch  was  started  several 
year-s  ago  by--:!;-members  of  the  local 
chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Arp- 
eiican  Revolution.  The  ladjes  of  this 
organization  of  Charleston  '  and  in. 
Mattoon  and  members  of  the  Charles- 
ton, and  Mattoon  Chambers  of  Comv- 
merce  have  devoted  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  energy  to  boosting  this  mat- 
ter sines  ^hen.  Governor  Emmerson, 
Senator  Hamilton,  the  representatives 
from  this  district  and  other  state  oiTi- 
cials  have  given  most  cordial  co-opera- 
tion and  assistance  and  arc  due  the 
aijipreciation  of  all  who  are'  interested 
in  perpetuating  the  memory  of  the 
great  martyred  President  and  of  his 
Ijarcnts. 

It  is  understood  the  money  is  al-l 
ready   available  for '  the  purchase  of 
this  land  and  the  entire  deal  should! 
be  completed  within  a  very  short  time' 
now. 

 J 
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Th|  Slate  of  Illinois  i:s  to  take 
over  ^^^i«diately  the  two  thirty-four 
acre  tracts  of  the  oriyinal  Lincoln 
farm,  eiglit  miles  south  'bT"fitW 
Tin?"' W AW  indicated  on  Wi'dnosday 
by  the  rcceiiit  of  a  letter  from  H. 
H.  Cleaveland,  Director  of  Public 
iVorks  and  Buildings.  It  is  not 
known  just  what  progress  is  being 
made  with  the  condemn;itiou  suit 
against  John  D.  Martin  for  the  re- 
maining eighteen  acres  which  the 
State  desires  to  fill  out  their  plans 
for  the  Lincoln  Park  Farm  at  Parra- 
ington.  Recent  word  from  Mr. 
Cleaveland,  however,  is  that  the  At- 
toy-ney  General's  office  has  been  ask- 
ed to  imtitute  such  suit. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  some 
time  ago  the  Sally  Lincoln  chap- 
te,-,  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  started  the  agitation  for 
the  purchase  and  setting  apart  of 
the  old  Lincoln  farm  for  .state  park 
purpo.ses.  The  D.  A.  R.'s  of  Char- 
leston and  Mattoon  have  since 
worked  for  this  consummation.  A 
little  over  a  year  ago  the  Cliarles- 
ton  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
Mattoon  A.s.sociation  of  Commerce 
together  purcha.sed  the  we.sl,  thirty- 
four  acres  of  this  tract  when  it  was 
offered  under  an  admini.strator's 
sale,  with  the  sole  idea  of  holding 
this  for  the  .state  if  the  administra- 
tion could  be  pursuaded  to  establish 
the  park  there. 

Since  then  representatives  of  the 
two  civic  organizations  have  rnade 
several  trips  to  Springfield  to  inter- 
view officials  there  in  regard  to  it. 
Governor  Emmerson,  who  is  a  great 
admirer  of  Xincoln,  was  greatly  in- 
teiested  and  ha.s  been  most  cordial 
in  his  cooijeration  toward  working 
this  whole  matter  out.  Finally  when 
it  became  clear  that  the  eighteen 
acms  owned  by  Mr.' Martin,  of  Sul- 
liv:in,  could  not  be  gotten  at  what 
th;./  considered  a  reasonable  price, 
ne"  ■uidicated'  his  willingness  for  the 
state  to  go  into  condemnation  pro- 
ceedings to  secure  it.  In  this  the 
other  officials  concurred  and,  as  in- 
dicated, the  department  having 
that  in  charge  has  already  asked 
the  Attorney  General  to  start  the 

suit.  ,     '     ,  ,..  : 


Representatives  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  here,  working  in  uni- 
son with  the  Mattoon  organization, 
secured  an  O|jtion  from  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  T.  Phipps  for  the 
thirty-four  acres  lying  Just  ea.st  of 
the  thirty-four  acres  which  these 
civic  organizatiorvs  had  purchased 
under  which  these  people  agreed  to 
sell  to  the  state.  This  •  dispo.sed  of 
'the  question  of  the  \sixty-eight 
acres,  which  will  be  turned  to  the 
state.  The  eighteen  acres  owned  by 
Martin  will  make  the  state  holdings 
for  the  park  eighty-six  acres,  when 
and  if  the  condemnation  fiuit  is 
successfully  concluded.        r  ; 

While  it  is  not  expected  that  the 
state  will  do  any  work  toward  beau- 
tifying the  land  for  park  purposes 
this  year  it  is  probable  that  plans 
will  be  made  and  work  titartcfl  to 
that  end  sometime  during  next  year. 
When  it  is  remembered  tliat  Old 
Salem  State  Park  was  established 
with  only  fifty-five  acres  and  that 
it  is  now  only  seventy-foiir  acres  in 
extent  it  will  be  realized  that  the 
eighty-six  acres  will  in-pvide  for 
ciuite  an  extensive  park  with  great 
po.ssibilities  in  its  developing  and 
beautifying.-  And  with  the  construc- 
tion of  the  iiroposed  Lincoln  Na- 
tional Memorial  Highway  right  past 
the  park  it  will  open  it  up  in  a  fine 
way:  The  park,  the  Shiloh  ceme- 
tery, the  site  of  the  Lincoln -Doug- 
las debate  here,  and  the  many  asso- 
ciations of  Lincoln  with  Charleston 
and  with  the  Parinington  vicinity 
will  no  doubt  lead  to  many,  many 
peojole  visiting  these  shrines  in  Coles 
county. 

The  letter  definitely  stating  that 
the  matter  :|vould  be  closed  prompt- 
ly was  received  Wednesday  by 
Benjamin  Weir,  who  has  been  acting 
as  trustee  for  the  Charleston  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  the  Mattoon 
Association  of  Commerce  in  this 
Lincoln  P'arm  matter.  It  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

'•Judye  G.  E.  NeLson,  of  the  At- 
torney General's  office,  and  Mr.  W. 
H.  McLain  of  the  State  Auditor's 
office,  will  be  in  ^  Charleston  on 
Friday  morning  next,  June  28th,  pre- 
pared to  close  the  purchase  of  the 
two  pieces  of  real  estate  of  thirty- 
four  acres  in  Coles  county. 

"Will  you  meet  these  gentlemen 
at  the  Court  House  then,  having 
with  you  Mrs.  Weir  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  T.  Phipps,  prepared  iOj 
execute  the  necessary  deeds  of  traiy 
fer." 


Ii/  connection  witii  the  purcliitso 
of  ftic  Lincoln  farm  for  park  pur- 
pcx-fa^^y  the  state  and  plans  for  pre- 
senting data  on  Lincoln  history  in 
connection  with  the  Linc61n  Memo- 
rial Highway  the  Charleston  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  is  anxious  to  get 
every  bit  of  actual  information  po..- 
,  sible  on  Lincoln  incidents  and  Lin- 
!  coin  history  along  any  part  of  the 
proposed  route  of  the  Lincoln  Me- 
morial Highway.  Anyone  who  is 
familiar  with  such  history  or  inci- 
dents or  knows  others  who  are  v/ould 
assist  greatly  by  notifying  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  office. 

Eli'orts  arc  being  made  in  each 
community  traversed  to  get  such 
ini'ormation.  It  would  seem  that  in 
this  .section  there  would  be  a  nuni- 
ber  in  position  to  give  considerable 
information  along  this  line  and 
especially  regarding  events  which 
happened  in  or  around  Charleston, 
Parmington  or  Coles  County.  Sucli 
as  stated,  are  urged  to  advise  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  office. 
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kffer  the  .purchase  of  one  of  the 
Lincoln  farms  for  about  $37  an  acre, 
a  g'JTSrcria'B'-  committee  is  now  trying 
to  peddle  it  to  the  state  for  $137  an 
acre. 

This  is  the  true  spirit  of  patriotic 
profiteering. 

If  the  sttae  is  to  be  grafted,  then 
it  is  high  time  the  scheme  is  dropped. 

The  idea  of  a  golf  club  going  in  to 
investigate  the  simplicity  of  Abe 
Lincoln  is  preiwsterous  and  ridiculous. 
The  matter  at  issue  must  be  purely 
graft.  It  could  hardly  be  anything 
else  when  the  figures  of  sale  arid  pi; 
chase  are  studied. 

To  hell  with  such  callow  methods 
of  milking  the  state  treasury. 

r,HA«»LPSTnN    fllL.^  NSW» 
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Xlh?  First  Monumenl  ,^ 

Ottawa,  III-,  Sept.  4.  1911. 
Give  credit  to  wliom  credit  is  due 
I  notice  in  a  recent  issue  of  your 
paper  an  article  on  "Tlie  Grave  of 
Lincoln's  stepmother,"'  in  which 
you  state  that  it  is  not  iinowu  how 
the  memorial  on  Thomas  Lincoln's 
grave  came  to  be  erecttd.  Surelv 
you  did  not  make  enertietic inquiry. 

In  the  year  1876  my  f  Jther,George 
B.  Balch,  now  deceased, who  at  that 
time  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of. 
the  Gordon  cemetery, wrote  a  poem, 
describintj  the  grave  of  Lincoln's 
father.which  at  that  time  was  liter- 
ally true.  A  copy  of  that  poem  was 
sent  to  Robert  T.  Lincoln  who  gave 
$100  toward  the  monument.  My 
father  recited  this  poem  with  othei 
poems  of  his,  in  Mattoon  and  other 
places  a  few  times  for  a  paid  ad- 
mission. A  few  dollars  was  sub- 
scribed by  the  citizens  and  the 
monument  was  erected- 

As  ray  father's  poem  was  the  im- 
mediate cause  of  the  monument  be- 
ing erected,  George  Bradshaw,  who 
at  that  time  was  an  artist  in  Mat- 
toon,  came  to  iny  fathers  home  and 
took  him  to  the  cemetery,  where, 
standing  beside  the  monument,  he 
took  a  picture  ef  my  father,  of  the 
monument  and  the  poem.  This 
picture  you  can  find  framed  in  the 
Lincoln  memorial  at  Springfield 
and  in  the  homes  of  each  of  the 
Balch  children,  and  also  in  many  of 
the  homes  of  Coles  county. 

I  submit  the  poem  which  explains 
tself.  and  I  hope  you  will  print  it, 
simply  to  get  the  matter  right  in 
the  minds  of  the  young  people,  as  I 
have  seen  some  wild  articles  before 
in  some  of  the  newspapers  of  Coles 
county  on  this  same  subject.  I  will 
say  that  very  soon  all  my  father's 
poems  will  be  printed  in  book  form 
and  a  copyright  applied  for. 

The  following  is  the  poem,  title 
and  all.  >r   SAM.  W.  BALCH. 


The  Amram  of  America 

(Look  in  your  Bibles  and  see  wlio  Aui- 
ram  was.) 

In  a  low  sweet  vale  by  a  murmuring 
rill.  i 
The  pioneers  ashes  are  sleeping  I 
Where  the  white  marble  shafts,  so  lone- 
ly and  still. 
In  silence  their  vigils  are  keeping-. 

On  their  sad  lonely  faces  are  words  of 
fame 

But  none  of  thorn  speak  of  his  glory, 
When  the  pioneer  died,  his  age  and 
his  name- 
No  monument  whispers  tho  story. 

No  myrtle,  nor  iyy,  nor  hyacinlh  blows 
O'er  the  lonely  place  where  they  laid 
him; 

No  cedar.no  holly, no  almond  tree  grows 
Near  the  plebiau's  grave  to  shade  him. 

Bright  evergreens  wave  ovtr  many  a 
grave; 

O'er  some  the  sad  weeping  willows; 
But  no  willow  trees  bow  nor  evergreens 
wave 

Where  the  pioneer  sleeps  on  bis  pil- 
low. 

While  some  are  inhumed  with  the  hon- 
ors of  state 
And  placed  beneath  temples  to  moul- 
der. 

The  grave  of  the  father  of  Lincoln, the 
Great, 

Is  known  by  a  hillock  and  boulder. 

'  Let  him  take  his  long  sleep  and  quietly 
rest, 

Willi  naU:^ht,  to  disturb  or  awake  him; 
When  the  angels  descend  to  gither  the 
bitst, 

To  Abraham's  bosom  they'll  Lake  him. 


Illinois  Lincoln  Shrines 


Lerna  has  the  great  diatiriction 
of  being  the  Gateway  to  the  Lincoln 
Shrines  in  this  section  of  Illinois. 
The  tourist  in  visiting  the  sites  and 
scenes  incident  to  the  travels  of 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  the  barefoot 
boy   who  drove  a  team  of  oxen 
through  the  wilds  in  1830  and  his 
greateracoomplishments  years  later 
must  necessarily  pass  through  Ler- 
na. Going  east  from  this  village 
one  reaehes  theShiloh-Gordon  cem- 
etery where  lie  the   remains  of 
Thomas  and  Sarah  Bush  Linooln. 
Two  miles  further  east  is  the  site 
of  the  log  cabin  in  Goose  Neil 
Prairie  where  both  passed  away, 
and  still  further  on  to  the  northeast 
is  McCann's  Ford  where  tbey  cross- 
ed on  their  migration  to  Illinois. 

Journeying  north  from  the  Lin- 
coln Stale  Park  is  the  small  village 
of  Farmington  and  there  is  the  un- 
pretentious dwelling  in  which  Ab- 
raham Lincoln  took  his  last  fare- 
well from  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln  a 
short  time  before  he  left  Suring- 
field  for  Washington  to  be  inaugur- 
ated president  of  the  UnitedStates, 
Continuing  north  s'ou  traverse  the 
road  that  Lincoln  traveled  for  many 
years  on  his  visitations  to  his  par- 
ents while  attending  court  in  Char- 
leston, and  at  the  fair  grounds  is  a 
monument  marking  the  place  where 
the  debate  took  place  between  Lin- 
coln and  Douglas  in  1858. 

One-fourth  of  a  mile  south  of 
Lerna  is  the  Walker  40  acres  which 
Thomas  Lincoln  purchased  in  1834 
and  lived  thera  until  he  sold  it  to 
Alexander  Montgomery  in  May 
1837.  He  moved  to  the  Plumbes 
place  and  remained  there  until 
August  1837  when  he  erected  a  pole 
log  cabin  near  the  present  site  in 
Goose  Nest  Prairie,  Going  west 
from  Lerna  about  two  miles  you 
come  to  Buck  Grove  on  theStephen- 
son  farm.     Here  Thomas  Lincoln 


erected  a  log  cabin  in  1831  and  liv- 
ed there  until  he  purchased  the 
Walker  tract  in  May,  1834.  Two 
miles  further  to  the  west  is  Magnet. 
Just  north  of  this  abandoned  Till- 
age is  the  site  of  the  Hiram  Trem- 
ble farm,  where  was  located  Para- 
dise postoffice  in  1829  and  where 
Abraham  Lincoln  had  a  wrestling 
matah  with  one  Dan  Needbam  in 
July  1831,  and  a  short  distance 
southwest  from  Magnet  is  the  site 
of  the  home  of  John  Sawyer,  one  of 
the  early  pioneers,  and  there  Sarah 
Bush  Lincoln,  after  the  death  of  hes 
husband,  spent  several  ysars  taking 
care  of  the  Sawyer  children,  whose 
mother  bad  died.  Continuing  the 
itineray  northwest  is  the  site  of 
Old  Richmond,  the  nevv  home  of 
the  Paradise  postoOice  wheve  the 
Lincolns  received  their  mail.  Coo- 
tinuing  the  journey  through  Wa- 
bash Point  and  a  mile  to  the  nbrth 
Is  the  site  of  Elisha  Linder's  home, 
which  was  frequently  visited  by 
both  Thomas  and  Abraham  kin* 
coin. 

Eight  miles  to  the  northwest  is 
the  beautiful  city  of  Mattoon  and 
here  are  three  Lincoln  shrines.  The 
site  of  the  Old  Pennsylrania  House, 
where  Linooln  was  a  guest  in  1858. 
the  night  previous  to  the  Lineoln- 
Douglas  debate;  the  old  state  road 
south  of  Mattoon  whieh  he  traveled 
on  his  way  to  Charleston  to  keep 
his  appointment,  and  the  site  at  the 
junction  of  the  Big  Foui  and  the  I. 
C.  where  he  beaame  a  passenger  on 
a  freight  train  to  Charleston  to  pay 
a  last  visit  to  his  stepmother  before 
be  became  president. 

It  needs  but  a  glance  to  be  con- 
vinced that  Lerna  holds  the  key  to 
the  Lincoln  Shrines  in  this  section, 
although  the  eause  for  the  Shrines 
were  created  many  years  before 
this  village  made  its  appearance  on 
the  recognized  maps,  but  her  citiz- 
ens feel  justly  proud  of  the  distinc- 
tion that  has  been  given  her  by  the 
lovers  of  Linooln  lore. 


Illinois  tr;kes  over  old  Lincoln  Horr^estefid 


To  Take  Over  Lincoln  Tract. 

Charleston,  111,,  Dec.  18 —The  state 
of  Illinois  late  on  Wednesday  afternoon 
made  final  arrangements  for  taking: 
over  an  eighteen  acre  tract  of  land 
south  of  this  city  in  the  Karmington 
community  on  which  was  located  the 
old  Lmcoln  homestead. 

The  stale  now  owns  there  a  total  of 
eighty-six  acres,  which  will  be  used  for 
park  purposes. 

•  Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  lived  on  this  farm  for  several 
years,  or  until  his  death.  Sarah  ^ush 
Lincoln  continued  to  Uvo  there  the  re- 
mainder of  her  life,  , 
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es  Over  Old  Lincoln  Homestead 
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the  State  of  Illinois  has  finally; 
takeu-ffver  the  eigliteen  acres  of 
land  south  of  Chcrleston,  near; 
Pai-muiston.  oii  which  the  original  j 
Lincoln  home  stood.  This  trans- 1 
action  was  finally  closed  up  latej 
Wednesday  afternoon.  It  gives  ther 
state  ownership  of  eighty-six  acres! 
of  the  Lincoln  Homestead,  on  which  | 
Thomas  Lmcoln  maintained  his, 
home  for  so  many  years  and  on 
which  he  died;  then  Sarah  Bush 
Lincoln,  Lincoln's  honored  step- 
mother, retained  her  home  on  the 
land  during  her  lifetime. 

The  state  has  bought  this  tract 
i  with  the  idea  of  making  a  state  park 
iof  It,  and  will  perhaps  later  develop 
it  somewhat  as  they  have  developed 
!  the  Old  Salem  State  Park  on  the 
Isite  occupied  by  Old  Salem  when 
'Abraham  Lincoln  lived  there. 

This  eIgT.T.'£eeh  acre  tract  was  ac- 
quired by  John  D.  Martin  by  in- 
heritance several  years  ago. 

The  Old  Homestead  has  been  the 
subject  of  special  interest  by  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion here  for  a  number  of  years 
and  they  have  strongly  encouraged 
the  idea  of  making  it  a  great  state 
irark  in  memory  of  the  parents  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  This  ambition 
was  also  held  by  a  large  number  of 
other  people  m  this  vicinity  who 
held  great  admiration  for  the  Great  ^ 
Emancipator,  who  had  such  close  | 
association  with  this  homestead  be- ; 
cause  of  visits  there  during  its  oc- 
cupancy by  Thomas  Lincoln  and  of 
Sarah  Bush  Lincoln,  who  lived 
there  for  so  many  years  and  who 
lie  buried  m  the  Gordon-Shiloh 
cemetery  nearby. 

Several  years  ago  in  the  settling 
of  the  estate  of  Squire  Hall  thirty- 
four  acres  were  offered  at  public 
auction  and  under  a  trust  agree- 
ment the  Charleston  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  the  Mattoon  Associa- 
tion of  Commerce  bought  it  in. 
Then  thirty-four  acres  ov.-ned  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Y.  Pl.ipps  was 
acquired  for  the  state— the  trans- 
action being  engineered  by  the 
trustee  under  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce agreement  and  both  tracts 
being  turned  over  to  the  state  about 
two  years  ago. 


At  the  same  time  offers  were  made 
to  Martin  for  his  eighteen  acres— 
the  tract  on  which  the  cabin  actually 
stood — but  his  price  was  larger  than 
the  state  would  consider.  After  let- 
;ting  the  matter  rock  for  a  number 
cf  months  the  state  finally  institut- 
ed condemnation  suit  for  the  lai  ; 
and  the  jury  allowed  Martin  $42,'=.0 
for  the  tract.  This  was  much  .s'.iall- 
er  than  Martin's  asking  but  was 
higher  than  the  state  authorities 
were  willing  to  pay.  So  under  spec- 
ial negotiations  between  parties  in- 
terested locally  and  the  state  a 
compromise  offer  was  made  Martin, 
which  he  finally  accepted.  The 
'  figure  agreed  upon  was  $3600.  and 
1  tnat  was  the  consideration  paid  by 
I  the  state  in  the  deal  on  Wednesday.! 
I  In  this  deal  A.  C.  Anderson  repre- 
I  sentcd  Martin  and  Harlington 
I  Wood,  of  Springfield,  connected  with 
'  the  Attorney  General's  office,  repre- 
'  jented  the  state. 

This  places  the  property  under  the 
iirect  ownership  of  the  state  and  it 
■.s  being  held  for  park  purposes.  No 
definite  plans  have  been  made  to 
5tart  work  on  t,he  improvements  to 
De  made,  but  it  is  thought  that  the 
consummation  of  the  purchase  is  an 
issurance  that  the  state  will  move  at 
1  not  far  distant  date,  and  that 
final  plans  will  provide  for  a  very 
effective  and  attractive  treatment 
jf  the  tract  which  will  make  it  one 
jf  the  outstanding  parks  of  the 
;tate. 

Such  a  Lincoln  Park  in  this  sec- 
:ion  will  no  doubt  have  a  splendid 
effect  upon    progress    toward  the 
;reat  interstate  highway  planned  in 
nemory    of    Lincoln— the  Lincoln 
vfational  Memorial  Highway,  to  run 
mm    Lincoln's     birthplace  near 
iodgenville,     Kentucky,  through 
Indiana,  to  his  burial  place  and  on 
hrough  the  territory  with  which  he 
,fas  so  closely  associated  during  his 
■arly  manhood,  and  to  Beardstown,  | 
vhere  he  defended  Duff  Armstrong  j 
■.gainst  a  murder  charge.  j 
The  special  commission  selected ; 
)y  Governor  Emmerson,  composed 
)f  Logan  Hay,  Paul  Angle,  Judge 
ienry   Horner,   Dr.   Otto  Schmidt 
;   md  Oliver  Barret,  is  making  a  very 
I   .horough  study  of  the  route  for  this 
-ircposed  highway  through  Illinois 
ind  it  is  thought  will  be  iii  position 
,0  report  their  findings  within  the 
lext  two  or  three  months.  When 
;his  report  is  made  it  is  expected 
that  it  will  be  adopted  by  the  State 
-)i  Illinois  as  the  routing  which  it 
will  favor  for  this  great  nationa,: 
highway.  / 


out 


THE  LINCOLK  GRMES- 
SHILOH-GORDOH  CEMETERY 

Areola  III..  Feb.  12.-F.  F.  Collins,  editor  ot  the  Areola  Record- 
Herald.  rec;ntl.y  visited  the  Lincoln  graves  in  Shiloh  cemetery  andoo 
his  return  home,  wrote  the  following:  .t.r  i«  in  the 

Several  thousand  registered  before  we  did.   The  reg.ste  is  in  he 
little  brick  Presbyterian  church  at  Shiloh  cemetery,  J 
Lerna  and  about  fifteen  mile,  .outheast  of  Mattoon.  where  are  d  spos. 
ed  the  mortal  remains  of  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Safah  Bush  Lmcoln 
father  and  step-mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  our  martyred  president- 
it  rsdav  we  celebrate  Lincoln's  birthday  ar.d  we  can         on.o  mo 
appropriate  thin^  for  the  people  of  this  neighborhood  to  do  than  to  make 
a  DilffrimaRe  to  this  cemetery  on  that  day.  av.  ;»«  «haft 

The  orfgn.al  Lincoln  .aonument.  sub.tanMaF  old  «tyle  * 
rising  to  a  height  of  about  12  feet.  ha.  been  moved  from  the  ^mcoln  gr  ve- 
an  pi  ced  at  the  cemetery  entrance  .nd  .  n.w  modern  <^'l^^^^  X 
placed  at  the  grave  by  tha  Lions  cluba  of  Illino.B.    On  the  .tone  .b  th.a  .n«cr.p 

'""•  Father  and  Btep-mother  of  our  martyred  pre..dent.    Their  humble  but 
woithy  home  gaye  the  world  Abraham 
Lincoln 


Below  this  is  a  line  which  heralds  the 
fact  ihat  the  Lions  clubs  of  Illinois  did 
the  job. 

The  fine  old  stone  which  has  been 
moved  from  the  grave  and  placed  at 
the  cemetery  entrance  has  an  iron  fence 
around  it  to  protect  it  from  curio  seek- 
ers who  have  chiseled  off  bits  of  the 
stone  for  souvenirs. 

Mrs.  Reed,  an  aged  resident  of  thpt 
neighborhood,  told  me  that  people  have 
eome  there  with  hammers  and  chisels 
1  and  chipped  off  bits  of  tha  monument 
in  broad  daylight. 

The  stone  gives  the  information  that 
Thomas  Lincoln  was  born  in  1778  and 
died  in  1851,  while  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln, 
the  martyred  president's  step  mother, 
was  born  in  1786  and  died  in  18i)'J.  The 
graves  were  first  marked  by  a  natural 
baulder  but  in  1880  the  fine  old  monu- 
ment was  purchased  and  place  1  over  the 
graves.  This  was  made  possible  by 
contributions  of  Coles  county  people  and 
a  subscription  of  «10U  by  Robert  T.  Lin- 
coln, a  grandson.  At  the  time  the 
monument  was  put  up  there  was  a  pub 


In  silence  th.  ir  vigils  are  keepmg. 

ThisBtone  now  stands  ninety  feet 
northeast  of  the  grave  which  is  marked 

by  the  Lionj  Club  stone-a  modern  block 
Bionumentabout4x7feet.ndimen..ons- 
80  modern  in  fact  that  one  cannot  help 
but  wish  that  the  tine  old  monument 
whieh  was  moved  away  had  been  left  a. 
a  marker  for  the  grave,  the.e  pioneer. 
Ind  perhaps  an  iron  fence  erected  to 

keep  c""<>  • 
Shi  oh  is  one  of  th.  oldest  oem.ter.e. 

in  this  section,  but  Is  well  kept  «md  is 
.  ,  l^he  burvlng  ground  of  that  com- 
munity.   It  i.  well  attended,  gra.8  care 

fully  mowed  and  all  stones  erect— none 
of  the  ancient  oneB  havihg  been  allowed 
to  fall  down  and  remain  flat  or  at  odd 
angles  as  is  so  often  noticeable  in  old 
cemeteries. 

I  wandered  among  the  grave  stones, 
the  oldest  one  which  I  noticed  being 
that  of  Michael  Taylor  who  died  June  5, 
1838— almost  a  century  ago.  Two  graves 
are  marked  by  natural  rocks  now  wast- 
ing through  the  ravages  of  time,  but  no 
chiseling  on  these  establish  the  antiquity 

mark,  On 


From  sin  and  sorrow  tree. 

True,  these  are  not  as  unusual  as  in- 
scriptions to  be  found  in  old  cemeteries 
of  New  England  or  Uie  old  cemetery  at 
Alexandria  near  Washington,  D    C  . 
where  George    Washington  attended 
church     Here  1  saw  stones  which  pro- 
,  claimed  the  line  of  the  business  or  trade 
which  the  deceased  folio  Aed.    For  ex- 
ample. "John  Smith,  a  tanner,  who  de- 
parted in  1792";  or  "John  Smith,  a 
brewer,  honest  and  good  to  his  fellow 

At  Wallingford,  Conn.,  I  visited  a 
cemetery  which  occupies  the  center 
block  ot  town.  Where  most  county  seat 
towns  have  their  court  houses,  this  town 

has  Its  old  cemeter>  with  prosperous 
looking  business  houses  on  all  four  sides, 
facing  the  resting  place  of  their  dead- 
but  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  bhiloh 

Here  at  Shiloh  are  the  graves  of  the 
Halls  'he  Gordons,  the  Todd.,  tlie  Snod- 
grasses  and  the  Phippse.,  all  pioneer, 
of  that  flection.  Good  oil  roads  lead,  to 
Shiloh  but  if  you  want  to  see  a  bit  of 
rough  rugt'ed  country  turn  north  at  the 
first  road  east  of  the  cemetery  and 
wander  about  the  aide  roads  where  you  1 
find.teep  woody  hill.,  de.pgulley.  rail 
fence,  and  an  occasional  log  cabin. 


of  the  graves  wl  ich  thev 
lie  gathering  and  a  poem  which  George  ^^^^       ^j^g  older  stones  odd  bits  of 
Balch  of  that  neighborhood  had  written  ggntiment  appear.    For  example; 
in  1576  was  read,  the  tirst  verse  of  which       ^^^^       ^^.^^^  ^^^^3 
ran:  I  will  arise  when  Christ  appears!" 

In  a  low  sweet  vale,  by  a  murmuring  rill     ^^^^  j^en  this  one: 

The  pioneers  ashes  are  sleeping  Qrieve  not.  grieve  not,  my  sweet  mama 

Where  the  white  marble  slabs  so  lovely  ^^^p 

and  .till  For  I  am  safe  in  Heaven  now 


Lerna  Weekly  Eagle 
Feb.  20,  1931. 
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THOMAS  LINCOLN'S  GRAVE  IN  ILLINOIS. 


i 


Illinois  Shrines  at  Wabash  point 


LINCOLN  SHR1NES-- 

W ABASH  POINT 


Wednesday  evening.  February  11,  at  the  M.  E.  church,  Glarence  W. 
Bell  Mattoon.  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  on  Lincoln  Shrines  in  Wa- 
bash Point  stated:  That  he  was  a  fourth  cousin  of  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln 
Btep-molher  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  also  a  descendant  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  chose  as  his  topic.  "Lincoln  and  Paradise."  Inner  secrets  of 
the  life  of  members  of  the  Lincoln  family  from  the  time  they  were 
first  known  in  Kentucky  until  they  settled  in  Shiloh.  Coles  county, 
were  told  of  in  the  talk  by  Mr.  Bell. 

According  to  Mr.  Bell,  there  are  five  shrines  near  Mattoon  which  |re 
soon  to  be  improved,  having  been  defioUely^stabMsh^ 


torical  places  by  affidavits  filed  at 
Springfield  with  the  Abraham  Lin- 
coln Association. 

One  of  the  main  places  to  be  re- 
mained, Mr.  Bell  said,  and  estab- 
lished as  a  shrine,  is  the  John  Saw- 
yer  residence,  on  the  Magnet  road 
about  a  half  mile  south  of  the  Ed 
Arteiburn  farm  residence.  On  that 
spot  John  Sawyer  of  Kentucky  set 
tied,  and  it  was  there  that  Sarah 
Bush  Lincoln  lived  for  two  years 
and  cared  for  Mr.Sawyer's  children 
who  had  been  left  motherless. 

Another  one  of  the  shrines  is  a 
spot  just  a  short  distance  north  of 
the  Sawyer  residence,  known  as  the 
Hiram  Tremble  house,  where  the 
post  office  of  old  Paradise  was  es- 
tablished About  a  mile  west  of  the 
Little  Wabash  school  is  the  old 
Langston  relay  station,  where  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  ate  a  meal  during  his 
days  in  Paradise.  The  other  import 
ant  place  is  the  Blisha  Lipder  resi- 
dence location,  a  short  distance 
north  of  the  relay  station.  Lincoln 
often  visited  at  the  Under  resi 
dence.    The  ruiua  of  this  dwelling 


still  remain.  Lincoln  is  said  to  have 
patterned  his  Springfield  home 
from  theLinder  residence, 

The  other  shrine  to  be  reclaimed 
said  Mr.  Bell,  is  the  location  of  the 
Lincoln  cabin,  near  Buck's  Grove. 

Mr.  Bell  will  personally  pay  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Linder  resi- 
dence, which  work  will  beMin  soon. 
The  work  on  the  other  shrines  will 
probably  be  financed  by  the  other 
distant  relatives  of  Lincoln.  The 
work  has  progressed  to  a  degree 
that  pictures  showing  ho^v  the 
shrines  will  look  completed  have 
been  made,  Mr.  Bell  stated. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  ports 
of  Mr.  Bell's  historical  sketch  was 
telling  about  Abraham  Lincoln  as  a 
circuit  rider  and  Usher  F.  Linder, 
also  a  circuit  rider.traveling  around 
this  part  of  the  state.  Usher  F.  Lin- 
der was  the  first  cousin  to  Elisha 
Linder,  Clarence  W.  Bell's  grand- 
father.   It  was  from  information 
handled  down  by  Elish;t  Liuderthat 
Mr.  Bell  knows  the  intimate  life  ol 
the  Lincolns  during  their  residence 
in  this  section 


Lerna  Weekly  Eagle 
Feb.  20,  1931. 


Illinoii?  Lincoln  Homestead  to  be  Statt  park 


C'^ATE  OF  IJJJNOIS  has  purchased  Abraham  Lmc^n's 
^  \ parental  homestead— 18  acres  in  th-ff-t^o-tes*CTbi^lity 
hills^near  Charleston.  The  tract  -will  be  transformed  into 
a  meiporial  park,  and  the  plan  calls  for  maintaining  the 

place  as  it  Vv'as  when  the  Eman- 
MORE  LINCOLN         cipator  lived  there.    Young  Lin- 
MEMORIALS  coin  spent  his  formative 

period — the  earliest  of  what 
Carl  Sandburg  calls  "the  prairie  years" — on  that  Illinois 
farm.  Encouraged  by  a  sympathetic  stepmother,  he  went 
to  school  a  little,  learned  to  lovt^  books  and  read  all  he 
could  borrow  for  miles  around,  by  firelight  after  the  day's 
work  was  done.  When  19  years  old,  he  began  life  on  his 
own  resources,  running  a  flatboat  down  the  Mississippi  to 
New  Orleans. 

Lincoln  last  visited  the  Illinois  farm  as  President-elect, 
early  in  1861.  Many  relatives  of  his  mother  live  there- 
abouts to  this  day,  and  Illinois  lawmakers  thought  those 
associations  sufficient  reasons  for  preserving  the  property. 
Lincoln's  home  at  Springfield  is  a  State  museum;  his  birth- 
place— a  primitive  log  cabin — is  preserved  in  marble  at 
Hodgenville  (Kentucky),  A  movement  is  afoot  to  restore 
Salem  (Illinois),  where  young  Lincoln  clerked  in  a  store 
and  courted  Ann  Rutledge.  Evidently  there  are  many  who 
think  better  of  "Lincoln,  the  man,"  than  does  his  latest 
biographer.  .  jf 
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tll\(COLI\l'S  HOMESTEAD 

rirARLESTON,  III.,  Marches.— 
''API— The  Lincoln  family's  IlliSols 
hnmistead     will     soon     becomj  a 

Pifchas^g"  by  the  state,  the  IS 
acres  nestles  In  the  Coleg  county 
hills,  south  of  Charleston.  Here 
Lincoln  came  with  his  fatlKT — here 
he  lived.  Before  leaving  for  Old 
Salem — and  the  white  house. 

:Many  relatives  of  IJncoln's 
motlier — Nancy  H.ank.s— 11  ve  here- 
abouts. During  the  Civil  war,  the 
"Copperheads"  thrived  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

Lincoln's  last  visit  to  his  father's 
homestead  wag  shortly  before  his 
first  inaugural  trip  to  Washiii^tbn. 


AUJTIN.  Tr'\'  .  STATI3SRIAN 
MAii.  3,  I'JJl  JIl;} 


Will  Erect  A  Replica  of 
The  Lincoln  Log  Cabin 


Tlic  tollowing  article  appeared  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Chiaago 
Daily  News: 

"Completion  of  the  reorganization  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Log 
Cabin  Association,  which  in  the  '90s  brought  Lincoln's  Illinois  \oq  cab- 
in to  Chicago  for  exhibition  and  now  seeks  to  restore  it  on  its  Coles 
county  site  as  part  of  a  Lincoln  shrine,  is  announced  by  its  officers. 


"The  reorganized  association  has  obtained  incorporation  papers,  assembled 
a  staff  of  worliers  and  elected  Mrs.  Eleanor  Gridley,  5844  Harper  avenwe,  Chi- 
cago, president.  Mrs.  Gridley  visited  the  log  cabin,  which  was  near  Mattoon,  in 
1891,  sixty  years  after  Abe  and  his 


father  raised  it  on  Illinois  soil.  She  re- 
mained there  for  several  weeks  and 
supervised  removal  of  its  timbers  to 
Chica-o.  whej  e  it  was  to  have  been  re- 
builtas  part  ot  the  world's  fair.  These 
plans  went  awrj,  though  the  Lincoln  log 
cabin  was  exhibited  temporarily  in  the 
old  exposition  building  on  the  lake  front 
and  was  visited  1)y  hundreds  before  it 
was  dismantled  because  of  the  razing  of 
the  building. 

Sees  Dream  Near  Realization. 

'  From  that  time  until  today  Mrs. 
Gridley  has  never  e«aued  to  plan  for  the 
restoration  of  the  historic  cabin  on  its 
original  ground,  and  at  last  she  feels 
that  her  dream  is  near  realization. 

"Now  that  the  state  of  Illinois  has  ac- 
quired the  Lincoln  farm  and  an  addi- 
tional tract  of  land,'  said  Mrs.  Gridley, 
the  Lincoln  state  park,  with  the  home 
stead  log  cabin  rebuilt  on  the  original 
Hite,  will  constitute  another  Lincoln 
shrine. ' 

"Times  have  changed  since  June  17. 
18yl.  when  Mrs.  Gridley,  and  her  com- 
panions left  the  railroad  at  Mattoon  and 
after  some  delay  hired  a  vehicle  and  a 


span  of  horses  which  took  them  to  the 
rarely  visited  homestead. 

Highway  to  Pass  Shrine 

" 'The  Lincoln  Memorial  highway," 
said  Mrs.  6ridley,  'from  the  log  cabin 
where  Lincoln  was  born  at  ilodgenville, 
Ky.,  and  following  the  trail  of  the  Lin- 
colns,  will  pass  by  the  Goles  county 
shrine. 

"A  iegioH  or  tourist  will  visit  the  log 
cabin.  Perhaps  it  will  impress  them  as 
in  1891  it  impressed  the  eonfederata 
veteran  in  our  party.  He  removed  his 
hat,  pointed  to  the  dilapidated  cabin, 
and  after  a  momtntof  profound  siUnca 
said,  "In  mate  but  wondrous  eloquence 
it  stands. " 

•"As  a  secondary  objective  the  reor- 
ganized association  contemplates  flie 
establishment  of  an  Abraham  Lincoln 
information  center  for  the  preservation 
and  study  ot  Lincoln  relies.  Ai  a  nucleus 
toward  the  proposed  public  collection 
Mrs.  Gridley  has  in  hei  own  possession 
now  the  spinning  wheel  used  by  Nancy 
Hanks  and  the  life  mask  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  These,  she  has  indicated,  she 
will  turn  oyer  to  the  information  bureau 
whan  tttib  time  is  ripe." 


LINCOLN  S  TWO  MOTHERS 


Circumstances  surrounding  the  birth  and  life  of  Abrabana  Linaoln 
introduce  an  interesting  study  in  biology  and  in  the  doctrine  of  predes- 
tination. Dr.  0.  Vf.  Ferguson,  pponiinent  physician  in  Mattoon  foi  fifty 
years  and  hfe-long  "sesident  of  Coles  county,  told  Mattoon  Kiwanis 

club  at  a  recent  meeting. 

"It  is  commonly  kaowa  that  Thomas  Lincoln  courted  and  Bought  the  hand 
of  Sarah  be/ore  he  married  Nancy  Hanks.  Why  she  refused  him  in  favor  ot 
the  girl  Nancy,  who  became  the  moth 


er  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  never  defin- 
itely Itnown.  Sarah  married  a  man  nam- 
ed Johnson,  Nanoy,  descendant,  it 
is  claimed,  from  an  extraordinary  fath- 
«r, died  and  Sarah  Bush  Johnson,  then 
a  widow,  became  the  seoond  wife  of 
her  girlhood  sweetheart  and  stepriioth- 
er  of  the  prodijfy,  Abraham  Lincoln," 
he  laid. 

Formative  Influence, 

"It  is  problematical,"  Dr.  Ferguson 
continued,  "whether  Sarah  bush  could 
have  prodaced  a  son  such  intelligence 
and  yet  it  was  her  influence  daring  the 
formative  period  of  his  youth  her  en- 
couragement in  obtaining  the  books  he 
craved  that  made  him  the  great  man 
he  became. 

"Years  after  Thoman  Lincoln  died, 
when  Sarah  lived  in  John  Sawyer's 
home  in  Old  Paradise,  southwest  of 
Mattoon,  a  niece,  Lydia  Sawyer,  asked 
Aunt  Sally  why  she  refused  to  mar- 
ry Tom  Lincoln  in  the  first  place.  Sar- 
ah, Baptist  and  erdent  predestinariau 
that  she  was,  replied:  'Lydia.  what  is 
to  be  will  be.  It  was  God's  preordained 
plan.'" 


Took  Two  Mothers 

Dr.  Ferguson  is  of  the  opinion  that, 
it  took  two  mothers  to  produce  such  j, 
man  as  Abraham  Lincoln.  j 

Dr.  Ferguson,    whose    graudfatht  ; 
settled  in  Muddy  Point,  Coles  counts: 
near  the  Thomas  Lincoln  home  in  183 
btated  that  Joseph  Glenn,  graudfaih  • 
of  Senator  Otis  Glenn,  the  latter  a  u  ^ 
phew  of  Ferguson's  settled  in  this  sac 
neighborhood  in  1823.   Otis  Glenn's  fi 
ther,  Joseph  C.Glenn  was  born  in  Mudd^' 
Point,  now  Pleasant  Grove  township, 
and  it  was  there  that  he  man-ied  Dr. 
Ferguson's  sister,  Mary  Ferguson. 

Dr.  Ferguson  stated  that  Otis  Glenn 
is  in  all  probability  a  descendeut  of  the 
Lincoln  family  and  that  steps  are  now- 
being  taken  to  trace  the  relationship 
which  goes  back  to  the  marriage  of 
John  Qlenn  to  a  Lincoln. 

In  view  of  tho  revival  of  interest  m 
Lincoln  history  and  the  discovery  that 
much  of  the  history  originating  in  tkia 
county  has  been  untold  to  the  world  aS 
large,  Dr.  Ferguson  urged  members  of 
the  local  Kiwanis  Club  to  take  stepa 
toward  the  organization  of  a  Coles 
county  hiitorieal  society. 


lUinois 

)Decorate  Shiloh  Cemetery 


Janesville.  Ill,,  June  1.  — Special 
preparations  for  the  observance  of 
Memorial  Day  had  been  made  Sat- 
urday   afternoon  by  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  Club  at  the  Shiloh  Gor- 
don cemetery,  where  Thomas  and 
Sarah  Bush  Lincoln  lie  buried.  Rev 
Horace  Baichelor.pastor  of  the  Mat- 
|toon  Presbyterian  church,  was  mas 
1  ter  of  ceremonies. 
'    Loren  Webb.  Mattoon  aviator, 
under  the  directions  of  the  Mattoon 
iKiwania  Club.scattered  flowers  over 
i  the  cemetery  from  his  plane  to  open 
the  afternoon's  ceremonies.  Later, 
Francis  E.  Thatcher  Jr.  of  the  Ki- 
i  wanis  Club  placed  wreaths  on  both 
[Thomas  and  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln's 
'graves. The  American  Legion  firing 
I  squad  of  Mattoon  fired  a  salute  and 
sounded  taps,  following  the  Kiwan- 
is  Club  rites. 

At  the  Shiloh-Gordon  church,  af- 
ter the  outdoor  ceremonies,  a  Mem- 
orial program  was  carried  out,  with 
Edward  S.  Clayton  of  Martinsville 
as  the  principal  speaker.  His  topic  | 
was.  'Thomas  Lincoln, the  Unknown 
Hero.'The  rest  of  the  program  was:^ 
Introductory  remarks,  Rev.  Horace 
Batchelor;  instrumental  music, 
Charleston  Trio;  piano  ottertoiy. 
Rev.  Carl  Hearn;  prayer.  Rev.  J.  C. 
Irvine,  and  benediction, Rev.  Hearn- 
-V  ../^^     .  _  
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PARENTS  LIE  IN 
OLD  CEMETERY 
NEARJATTOON 

Monument  Marks  Graves 
Of  Thomas  And  Sarah 
Bush  Lincoln,  , 

The  grajjes  of  Thomas ''and  Sarah 
Bush  Lincoln,  Abraham  LincoUi's 
father  and  stepmother,  are  in  the 
old  Gordon  cemetery  near  Shiloh 
church,  twelve  miles  south  of  Mat- 
toon,  and  near  Janesville,  marked 
by  a  granite  block. 

"Tlieir  humble  but  worthy  home," 


recites  the  inscription  on  this  monur 

ment  raised  by  the  Lions  clubs  of 
Illinois,  "gave  Abraham  Lincoln  to 
the  world." 

Not  far  from  there  is  Log  Cabin 
state  park,  on  the  farm  where  the 
elder  Lincolns  Uved.  Shortly  before 
he  left  for  Washington,  Lincoln  came 
to  say  goodbye  to  his  stepmother. 
His  father  had  died  in  1850. 

Lincoln  took  the  train  from  Sl^ring- 
field  to  Tolono,  changed  thcte  for 
Charleston  and  again  for  Mattoon. 
Lincoln  had  to  take  a  freight  at 
Charleston,  for  the  train  had  mi.ssed 
connections.  When  the  freight 
stopped,  the  caboose,  where  the  pas- 
sengers rode,  was  some  distance  down 
the  track,  and  so  the  president-elect 
had  to  walk  through  the  mud  to  the 
station.  Next  mormng,  after  spend- 
ing the  night  at  a  friend's  home,  he 
was  driven  to  his  stepmother's  home 
in  a  buggy. 

She  feared  they  would  never  meet 
again,  and  said  as  he  left,  "God  bless 


you  and  keep  you,  my  son."  They 
parted  with  tears  in  their  eyes.  A 
few  years  later  neighbors  brought  to' 
Mrs.  Lincoln  the  news  of  Abrahanj's 
death.  '.,v' 
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There's  an  old  saying,  "The  child 
was  spoiled  by  too  much  gi-andma." 

Joan  Marylan  Beal,  three-year- 
old  dauRhtcr  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Beal,  4710  Hawley  blvd.,  has  four 
grandmas  who  declare  emphatically 
that  "Joan  Marylan  is  adorable  and 
one  of  the  best  babies  we  ever  saw." 

The  inquiring  reporter  asked 
neighbors  and  friends  of  the  Heals 
aboul:  little  Joan  Marylan.  All  said 
"She's  a  wonderful  baby  and  not 
one  bit  spoiled." 

Recalling  how  his  two  grandmas 
used  to  "spoil"  him,  much  to  the  ex- 
asperation of  his  own  mother,  the 
reporter  pressed  a  great-grandma 
further.     The  reporter  was  skep- 


tical and  asked,  "Do  you  granamas 
pet  her  a  lot?" 

"Sure  we  do,"  answered  Mrs.  Kate 
E.  Bacon;  "she  is  so  dear  we  could 
not  help  doing  that  every  time  we 
see  the  baby.    And  she's  wonder- 

'  fully  well  behaved.  I  am  sure  that 
in  this  case  four  grandmas  are  not 
too  many  for  Joan,  as  she  is  just 
naturally  sweet.  We  never  inter- 
fere with  the  mother  in  managing 
the  baby,  but  she  sure  loves  her 
gran'mas." 

''In  his  visit  with  Mrs.  Bacon,  the 
reporter  discovered  some  interest- 
ing history  about  her  father,  T.  E. 
Balch,  now  dead,  who,  as  a  bare- 
foot boy  in  a  country  school,  rode 
in  a  sulky  with  Mr.  Lincoln  to  point 
out  to  the  future  president  the 
grave  of  his  fiither,  Thomas  Lincoln. 
"It   was   one   of   father's  happy 

'  memories,"  said  Mrs.  Bacon.  "One 
day  a  tall  gangling  man  stopped  at 

'the  little  schoolhouse  in  Coles 
county,  111.,  and  inquired  of  the 
teacher  if  any  one  of  the  pupils 


'  could  direct  him  to  the  grave  of 
;  Thomas  Lincoln  in  the  old  Shiloh 
cemetery,  a  short  distance  from  the 
schoolhouse.  Father  held  up  his 
hand  and  said  he  knew  right  where 
the  grave  was. 

'  "Climbing  into  the  sulky,  bare- 
footed and  wearing  trousers  that 
his  mother  spun  for  him,  father  sat 
.almost  on  Mr.  Lincoln's  lap  and 
they  drove  to  the  cemetery.  The 
grave  was  pointed  out.  In  those 
days  they  did  not  have  many  monu- 
ments. I  don't  know  who  put  it 
there  at  the  Lincoln  grave,  but  for 
several  years  the  marker  was  a 
petrified  log  at  the  head  of  the 
grave.  I  liave  a  piece  of  this  wood, 
"In  Shiloh  burying-ground  is  our 
family  plot,  and  father's  grave  is  a 
few  feet  from  the  Thomas  Lincoln 
grave.  A  large  and  impressive  me- 
niorial  was  erected  there  for 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  today  it  is  a 
shrine  for  visitors  from  all  over  the 
country."  ' 
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